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Things You Should Know

Intro 
     Many people, especially those who have grown up in church, have a very narrow scope of 
all that God has done and why he has done what he has done.  In fact, if I asked a group of 
people (and I have many times) to tell me the gospel very few can do it, I would get a vague 
answers, and rarely are the answers the same. I know in my own life this was true of me until 
I truly sought to know Jesus and understand his gospel message.   

    This study is not meant to be just about receiving more information, doing another event, 
or trying to please God. It is a look into the truth of ourselves before God and it is a 
preparation for the life we are all called to.  The gospel is the most powerful message in the 
world because it is the only thing that can changes the heart and motives of man.  While 
many people would agree with this most have a small gospel. When we have a tiny gospel it 
carries with it the consequences of inaction.  It affects our imagination for God’s mission.  
The gospel is not just about our after life its about our current life so we need to understand 
it and allow it to change us.  This is the intention of this study.  We want the gospel to reveal 
itself to your hear and allow your motives and intentions to be daily be shaped by the gospel. 

Each chapter builds on the chapter before it by simply answering one question and then 
asking the next logical question you would ask after. The logic is as follows: ch.1) What is the 
Gospel? ch.2) Do I need the Gospel? ch.3) Who am I without the Gospel? ch.4) The arrival of 
the gospel? ch.5)What the gospel does for me? ch.6) Why give me the gospel? ch.7) What’s 
the purpose of  the gospel? ch.8) What do I realize because of the gospel? 

     This exciting gospel study will not only change your personal revelation concerning God, 
but it will prepare you to be a chi alpha leader and do what God ultimately calls all of his 
children to do! 

Getting Started 
     Over the next 8 weeks or so I encourage you to read this together and discuss the 
implications it has on for every day life.  I encourage you to allow yourself to be teachable 
and to open up to the implications of the gospel truths.  After all the gospel changes 
everything. Let us begin. 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Chapter 1 

What is the Good News? 
Good News, Good Advice, or Good Instruction 

Think Tank: Before You Begin 

1. Explain the gospel? 

2. Can you give example of the gospel? 

Good News? 
“The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.” (Mark 
1:1, ESV)  

     The word gospel appears in the New Testament 97 time and in 91 different verses.  It is a 
word that many of us have heard and are familiar with. However, sometimes when we are 
overly familiar with something it’s understanding is assumed.  This short study will help 
understand this familiar term, “Gospel.” 

     The word gospel means good news.  In the bible it is used to describe what God has done 
to accomplish redemption through Jesus Christ in history. If I were to define this event I 
would do so as such: The gospel is God’s plan to rescue and renewal all of 
creation in and through Jesus Christ on our behalf.  The rest of this book is and 
explanation of this very statement (Hint: memorize this statement).   

     In the New Testament the term gospel is used as a proclamation of something significant. 
It is an announcement of an event that has taken place in our history that affects everything 
and everyone throughout eternity.  This event is the coming of the Messiah, the Son of God 
Jesus, and his life, death, and resurrection. This particular event affects what kind of 
relationship we can have with God, with each other, and how and what is important to live 
for.  This news isn’t just for a few it is for everyone and everything in all of creation.  

     I have asked many people to define what they thought the gospel is and astonishingly I 
have been given tons of different answers. From those answers I have realized that most of 
them were not good news. In fact, most of them were not even the gospel. The most common 
(mis)understanding articulated to me was a heaven vs. hell understanding of the coming of 
the Christ. In this understanding what was explained to me was the equivalent of a distant 
deity in the sky checking out who is doing what he likes or what he dislikes.  It almost was 
like God had a magnifying glass and we the people were the ants. Every time we did 
something he didn’t like he used the magnifying glass to burn us and every time we did 
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something he liked he left us alone. This is very bad understanding of the gospel.  In fact, this 
type of understanding N.T Wright says, “This God seemed to be threatening us with hell and 
damnation and the only way around this punishment was a sneaky way around the back.” 
This sneaky way around the back was Jesus.  In this view Jesus came so we no longer would 
be burned by God’s magnifying glass. That really doesn’t seem like good news.   

     When we explain God’s redemptive plan in such a way it really shows a very limited and 
narrow understanding of how big the gospel really is. The gospel isn’t about a narrow escape, 
it’s more about a complete rescue, as we will see throughout our study. However, it is 
important to understand that the good news doesn’t just have to do with people getting into 
heaven. The good news has to do with heaven invading earth. Jesus himself prayed, “Your 
kingdom come and will be done on earth as it is in heaven” (Matt. 6:10).  Instead of us 
escaping earth to go to heaven, the good news is that Jesus left heaven has come to earth.  
 
The Bible says:  

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him 
should not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.” (John 
3:16–17, ESV)  

     The good news is this event happened in our history.  John 3:16 is more than a scripture it 
is an account of what really happened historically.  It is an event that is so extraordinary 
profound that it has changed everything.  Therefore, the first thing we need to understand is 
this: 

The gospel is news of a major event in our history. 

Good Advice? 
     To better understand the gospel some distinctions need to be made. First, the gospel is not 
good advice it is good news. The whole point of good advice is to make you do something in 
order to get a desired result. Advice is a good thing and something we all need, but we must 
be clear advice is not news.  Many churches have moved from the gospel recently and 
focused on giving good advice. They say here is how you should pray. Here is how you should 
date. Here is how you can be a better person. The most frequent advice we get is advice on 
how to make sure you don’t go to hell or that you are on the right path for what happens after 
you die. It says here is some advice: Say this prayer and you will be saved. If you do that this 
or that you won’t go to hell you will go to heaven. Here is how you do it. This is advice and it 
is not news. Advice tells us how to do something in order to get a desired result. Advice may 
be helpful, but it is not the gospel.  The Gospel is not good advice, it is good news. This 
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means it is not guidelines about what we must do to reach God. The gospel is exactly the 
opposite. It is the good news of how God has reached us. This means salvation isn’t 
something we achieve, it is something we receive. 

Advice is something we give in order to get a certain result. 
Good advice is not the good news. 

Good Instruction? 
     Another worthy distinction is that the gospel is not a set of instructions.  When I was 
younger my mother would make a list of chores for me to do on Saturdays while she went to 
work.  I would wake up in the morning and see that list on the kitchen table and it would 
make me gasp. As I read down the list of tasks my mom expected me to perform I knew if I 
did all of these tasks she would be very pleased. This meant I would make her proud 
becauseI had earned her love based on my performance. However, I also knew if I put them 
off and decided to go play on my PS4 all day instead of obeying her instructions the wrath of 
my mom would befall on me and my life would be a living nightmare.   

     With my Dad it was different. If I did a chore with him or for him it wasn’t just about 
getting the chore done. It was about getting the chore done exactly the way he told me to do 
it. If I did what he instructed correctly I would see his look of approval and I knew I would be 
ok. However, if I spaced off and handed him the wrong wrench or didn’t follow his specific 
instructions on how the lawn should be mowed then dad always had a few choice words to 
share and I knew I was in trouble. The point here is that instructions are something we 
follow in order to achieve a desired result.  

     In these examples I followed my mothers and my fathers instruction to either avoid 
getting in trouble, confrontation, or to try and appease them.  

Instructions are something we follow in order to achieve a 
desired result, it is not good news. 

Distinctions 
     These distinctions are really important as we grow in our understanding of the Gospel. 
The table below makes these distinction very clear. 

     Advice     Instruction         News

Something we give in 
order to get a certain 
result.

Something we follow 
in order to achieve a 
desired result.

A proclamation of an 
important event..

We give . We do it. We receive it.
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Distinctions Table 

When we consider the difference between Good Advice and Good instruction the issue is 
sufficiency.  Many times we look for the sufficiency of good advice,  something we give, or we 
find sufficiency in good instruction, something we do for a result.  However, the gospel is 
what God has done on our behalf and not on the works we do or or achieve, His work of 
grace is completely sufficient for us.  The distinctions table shows us unequivocally that 
gospel offers us God’s grace alone. It cannot be achieved on merit. This means the good news 
of the gospel is that I put my faith in what God has done on my behalf through Jesus and that 
is not something I offer God to appease him or something I do to get a desired result from 
him. 

     This understanding frees people that are hostile and indifferent toward religion and 
people that are overly zealous concerning their religion. The gospel says, “I am accepted 
through Christ and therefore I obey.” Religion says, “I obey therefore I am accepted.”  This 
means we do not ‘get saved’ by believing the gospel and then grow by trying really hard to 
live according to Biblical principles. Believing the gospel is not only the way to meet God, but 
also the way to grow into him.  

     So what is the gospel? The gospel is news of a historical event. God has come to us to 
rescue us and renew all of creation in and through Jesus Christ. 

Questions 
1. Why isn’t the gospel good advice? 

2. Why isn’t the gospel instruction?   

3. How is the gospel different from good advice and good instructions? 

1. Explain this statement: “Believing the gospel is not only the way to meet God, but also 
the way to grow into him.” 

 
Team Challenge 
Before our next time together lets plan a time to meet somewhere for an hour.  During that 
time each person tell their story to the rest of the group in ten minutes. Here are some 
helpful hints to remember when telling your story. 

1. It is not a testimony unless Jesus is the hero. How is Jesus the hero of your story? 

2. What were you living for prior to Jesus? What are you living for now? 

3. A Story has 4 parts (creation, fall, redemption, restoration). 
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1. Creation - the beginning. 

2. Fall -what went wrong. 

3. Redemption - what made things right. 

4. Restoration - how the world is the way it should be. 

 
Contemplation 
Pray with these scriptures in mind. 

“The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.” (Mark 1:1, 
ESV)  

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever 
believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. For God did not 
send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the 
world might be saved through him. Whoever believes in him is not 
condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned already, 
because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God. And this 
is the judgment: the light has come into the world, and people loved the 
darkness rather than the light because their works were evil. For 
everyone who does wicked things hates the light and does not come to 
the light, lest his works should be exposed. But whoever does what is 
true comes to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that his works have 
been carried out in God.” (John 3:16–21, ESV)  
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Chapter 2 

Do I need Good News? 
The Law of Human Nature 

Think Tank: Before You Begin 

1. Explain the gospel? 

2. Is there really right and wrong? 

3. What makes something right or wrong? 

“Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not 
believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name 
of the only Son of God. And this is the judgment: the light has come into 
the world, and people loved the darkness rather than the light because 
their works were evil. For everyone who does wicked things hates the 
light and does not come to the light, lest his works should be 
exposed.” (John 3:18–20, ESV)  

     In the last chapter we discussed the idea of good news.  We looked at some of the common 
mistakes that are made about our understanding of what this good news is. We concluded 
that the good news as pertaining to the gospel was news of a major historical event that 
changed everything. This historical event was that Jesus came to rescue and renew all of 
creation on our behalf.  Now that we understand this the natural next question is to ask, “Do 
I even need this good news?” This chapter will seek to explain why we need the good news by 
explain the law of human nature and the consequences of this reality. 

The Law of Human Nature 
     C.S. Lewis observed that through quarreling that we could learn something very profound. 
If we listen to those who squabble, these disagreements aren’t usually about what displeases 
another person, but rather there is an appeal to some kind of standard of behavior upon 
which he expects the other person to know about. For example, when a person says, “That’s 
my seat, I was there first,” there is some kind of standard of behavior that both parties agree 
upon innately that tells us how we ought to act. So we get up and give that person back their 
seat.  
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In the idea of quarreling we find that it means trying to show that the other person is in the 
wrong. And there would be no sense in trying to do that unless you and he had some sort of 
agreement as to what right and wrong are; just as there would be no sense in saying that a 
football player had committed a foul unless there was some agreement about the rules of 
football. This idea of right and wrong is called the law of human nature. 

The Law of Human Nature vs. the Laws of Nature 
     This governing law is different from other laws in our universe. With laws of nature we 
will find that all governing bodies are subject to them. So whether we are a rock or a human, 
if we are pushed off a cliff we will both be subject to the law of gravity. The Law of human 
nature is different from other laws of nature because it doesn’t apply to any other body or 
organism in the universe except for humans.  In fact, of all the governing laws in our 
universe there is only one law we can disobey and that is the law specific to humans. With 
the other laws we are subject to them along with everything in that universe. However, this is 
not so with the law of human nature.  

     The law of human nature (also known as the law of right and wrong or morality) is the 
only law in the universe that can be disobeyed and it is unique in that only humans can 
disobey it. Quarreling shows us that when it is violated we know it and that it exists.  If it did 
not exist what would be the sense of saying someone was wrong. We only point out what is 
wrong unless “right” is a real thing?  

Two clear points: There is a governing Law and none of us obey it. 
     Now some will say that there is no such thing as a real right and a real wrong but the 
moment you hear this they will go back on it a moment later. Something will not be fair, a 
promise might be broken, or someone might lie to that person and he would be upset 
because of it. But if there is no real right and wrong then why be upset? So it seems that we 
are forced to believe in a real right and wrong.  

• This is the first point. There is a governing law upon which all of us agree upon of right 
and wrong.  

• The second point is this. None of us are keeping the Law of Human Nature.   

That is to say, I am only trying to call attention to a fact; the fact that this year, or this month, 
or, more likely, this very day, we have failed to practice ourselves the kind of behavior we 
expect from other people. There may be all sorts of excuses for this. However, the excuses 
only punctuate the truth of how deeply we believe in the Law of Human Nature.  
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Instinct? 
      I have been often asked, “Isn’t what you call the law of human nature simply and instinct 
developed in man over time like other instincts?”  To this we have to just think through what 
we are asking.  There is no questions we have instincts but that is not that same as what we 
are talking about when it comes to moral law.  Man has instincts such as the instinct of 
mother for motherly love, or the sexual instinct, or even our instinct for food.  We also have a 
desire to occasionally help others.  However, feeling a desire to do something is not the same 
as feeling that you ought to whether you want to or not.  For example, if your house catches 
on fire your instinct is to get to safety as fast as you can to save yourself due to the instinct of 
self-preservation. However, as soon as you get to safety someone screams that your 97-year-
old bed ridden grandmother is still in the house.  It is this moment you realize there is a need 
for help. So at the moment two instincts are in play. First, the instinct of self-preservation 
and the second, the instinct that someone needs help.  

     It is there you find  a third thing in play in addition to your instincts. It is that thing that 
tells you to suppress the instinct of self-preservation and go help your grandmother who is in 
real trouble. Now this thing that judges between two instincts, that decides which should be 
encouraged, cannot itself be either of them. You might as well say that the sheet of music 
which tells you, at a given moment, to play one note on the piano and not another, is itself 
one of the notes on the keyboard. The Moral Law tells us the tune we have to play: our 
instincts are merely the keys. 

     Another way of seeing that the Moral Law is not simply one of our instincts is this. If two 
instincts are in conflict, and there is nothing in a creature’s mind except those two instincts, 
obviously the stronger of the two must win. But at those moments when we are most 
conscious of the Moral Law, it usually seems to be telling us to side with the weaker of the 
two impulses. You probably want to be safe much more than you want to help someone 
burning in a fire: but the Moral Law tells you to help all the same.  

     If the Moral Law was one of our instincts, we ought to be able to point to someone 
impulse inside us which was always what we call ‘good,’ always in agreement with the rule of 
right behavior. But we cannot. The moral law is not any instinct or set of instincts it is the 
thing that directs the instincts. 

Above the Facts 
     Now there is something peculiar when we observe the laws of nature. What we find is that 
these laws are merely stating facts about what has been observed. When you say that nature 
is governed by certain laws this may only mean that nature does in fact behave in a certain 
way. The so-called laws may not be anything real— anything above and beyond the actual 
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facts, which we observe. But in the case of Man, we saw that this will not do. With the Law of 
Human Nature their must be something above and beyond the actual facts of human 
behavior. In this case, besides the actual facts, you have something else— a real law which we 
did not invent and which we know we ought to obey.  So what does this tell us about the 
universe? 

Materialism vs. Religious 
     Ever since humans have pondered the universe roughly two views have been held: a 
materialist view and a religious view. The materialistic view is someone who believes that 
matter and space just happen to exist and have always been there. Nothing and nobody 
knows why, only that in some sort of fluke matter just happened to produce creatures like 
ourselves who can think.  By one chance in a thousand something hit our sun and made it 
produce the planets; and by another thousandth chance the chemicals necessary for life, and 
the right temperature, occurred on one of these planets, and so some of the matter on this 
earth came alive; and then, by a very long series of chances, the living creatures developed 
into things like us.   

     The other view is the religious view. According to it, what is behind the universe is more 
like a mind than it is like anything else we know. That is to say, it is conscious, and has 
purposes, and prefers one thing to another. And on this view it made the universe, partly for 
purposes we do not know, but partly, at any rate, in order to produce creatures like itself— I 
mean, like itself to the extent of having minds.   

     We need to understand both of these views have taken place since there were thinking 
men. However, we also must understand that we cannot find out which view is correct by 
science. Science works by experiments.  It watches how things behave. So no matter how 
complicated a scientific statement looks all it means is I pointed a telescope to such and such 
and this specific time on this date, or,  I put something in a chamber and heated it up and it 
did so-and-so.  These are important and necessary things but what it cannot do is tell us why 
there is anything their at all. It cannot tell us if there something behind what is observed. 
Therefore, if there is something behind what is known, it either will have to remain unknown 
to men or make itself known in some other way. 

 
Man 
     This would be a hopeless endeavor if it where not for one thing. There is only one thing in 
the entire universe, which we know more about than we can learn from external observation. 
That one thing is man. Because we are man we have inside information and we are in the 
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know. And because we are in the know we find that we are under a moral law, which we did 
not make, and cannot forget even when we try, and which we know we ought to obey.   

     Anyone studying Man from the outside as we study electricity or cabbages, not knowing 
our language and consequently not able to get any inside knowledge from us, but merely 
observing what we did, would never get the slightest evidence that we had this moral law. 
How could he? His observations would only show what we did, and the moral law is about 
what we ought to do.  

 
The Big Question 
     The question is then this: Did the universe happen for no reason or is there a power 
behind it? If there was a power behind the universe it could not show itself as one of the facts 
of the universe-no more than an architect of a house could actually be a wall or a staircase. 
The only way in which we could expect it to show itself would be inside ourselves as an 
influence or a command trying to get us to behave in a certain way. And that is just what we 
do find inside ourselves.  Surely this ought to arouse our suspicions? In the only case where 
you can expect to get an answer, the answer turns out to be Yes; and in the other cases, 
where you do not get an answer, you see why you do not.   

C.S. Lewis goes on to say:  

“Suppose someone asked me, when I see a man in blue uniform going 
down the street leaving little paper packets at each house, why  do I 
suppose that they contain letters? I should reply, ‘Because whenever he 
leaves a similar little packet for me I find it does contain a letter.’ And if 
he then objected—‘ But you’ve never seen all these letters which you 
think the other people are getting,’ I should say, ‘Of course not, and I 
shouldn’t expect to, because they’re not addressed to me. I’m explaining 
the packets I’m not allowed to open by the ones I am allowed to open.’ It 
is the same about this question. The only packet I am allowed to open is 
Man. When I do, especially when I open that particular man called 
Myself, I find that I do not exist on my own, that I am under a law; that 
somebody or something wants me to behave in a certain way. I do not, 
of course, think that if I could get inside a stone or a tree I should find 
exactly the same thing, just as I do not think all the other people in the 
street get the same letters as I do. I should expect, for instance, to find 
that the stone had to obey the law of gravity— that whereas the sender of 
the letters merely tells me to obey the law of my human nature, he 
compels the stone to obey the laws of its stony nature. But I should 
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expect to find that there was, so to speak, a sender of letters in both 
cases, a Power behind the facts, a Director, a Guide”. 

Conclusion 
     So what are we to make of this? At this point we only have two pieces of evidence 
concerning the something or someone who is behind the moral law. One is the universe He 
has made. If we use this as our clue we conclude that he is artistic by its beauty, but he is also 
merciless and no friend of man for the universe is a dangerous and terrifying place. The 
other is the moral law, which he has put into our minds. This is the better evidence of the two 
since on this we have inside information. From this evidence we can conclude that this Being 
is intensely interested in right conduct, in fair play, unselfishness, courage, good faith, 
honesty, and truthfulness.  

     In this case we see how religions, like Christianity would make a statement like God is 
good. However, the moral law does not give us any grounds for thinking God is good in the 
sense of being soft or sympathetic. In fact, there is nothing soft or sympathetic concerning 
the Moral Law. It is as hard as nails. It tells you to do the right thing and doesn’t care how 
painful, dangerous, or difficult it is to do it.  

If God is like the Moral Law 
     If God is like the Moral Law, then He is not soft. It is no use, at this stage, saying that what 
you mean by a ‘good’ God is a God who can forgive. You are going too quickly. Only a Person 
can forgive. And we have not yet got as far as a personal God— only as far as a power, behind 
the Moral Law, and more like a mind than it is like anything else. But it may still be very 
unlike a Person. If it is pure impersonal mind, there may be no sense in asking it to make 
allowances for you or let you off, just as there is no sense in asking the multiplication table to 
let you off when you do your sums wrong. You are bound to get the wrong answer.  

     On the other hand if this Being exists, as an absolute goodness, there is no use in saying 
you do not like him and will not bother with him. The problem with that is that one part of 
you is on his side and agrees with his disapproval of lies, greed, and human trickery. You 
may want him to make an exception in your case and let you off this one time, but at the 
same time you know that unless that power of goodness utterly detests that behavior, he 
cannot be good. If we are making ourselves enemies to that goodness everyday and are not 
likely to better tomorrow our case is hopeless. We cannot do without it, and we cannot do  
with it.  

     This problem we find ourselves in is that God is the only comfort and He is also the 
supreme terror. He is the thing we most need and the thing we most want to hide from. He is 
our only possible ally, and we have made ourselves His enemies. The moral law shows us 
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that with God Goodness is either the great safety or the great danger— according to the way 
you react to it.  It is here we find that the gospel and Christianity become good news, but only 
when we are real in our understanding of our human condition. 

     It is after you have realized that there is a real Moral Law, and a Power behind the law, 
and that you have broken that law and put yourself wrong with that Power— it is after all 
this, and not a moment sooner that Christianity begins to talk.  

     When you know you are sick, you will listen to the doctor. When you have realized that 
our position is nearly desperate you will begin to understand what the Christians are talking 
about. Christianity tells people to repent and promises them forgiveness. They offer an 
explanation of how God can be this impersonal mind at the back of the Moral Law and yet 
also a Person. They tell you how the demands of this law, which you and I cannot meet, have 
been met on our behalf, how God Himself becomes a man to save man from the disapproval 
of God.  Do we need that good news? Yes, indeed! For laws offer neither mercy nor 
forgiveness. Only a person can offer such a thing. Therefore, the coming of Jesus is truly 
good news, an event that changes everything. 

“for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,” (Romans 3:23, 
ESV)  

 
Questions: 

1. What is the Law of Human Nature? 
2. How is this different then other Laws in the universe? 
3. What is the difference between how something is and how something ought  

to be? 
4. Why can’t science help in discovering the Law of Human Nature? 
5. Why is the Law Of human nature not just our instinct? 
6. How can this Being that governs over us reveal himself to us in the universe? 
7. If God is like the Moral Law what does that make him like? 
8. Why is saying God is good not really good for those who broke the Moral Law? 
9. Why would Christianity be good news to those who have broke the Law of Human 

Nature or right and wrong? 
 
Team Challenge 
      Before our next time together plan a time when you can meet for an hour. During this 
time plan a party. This should be fun and something you would want to go to yourself.   

Things you need to think of: 
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1.  Start and End Times. 
2.  Where will it be?  
3.  What will you do that it will be fun for guys and girls? 
4.  Will their be food and drinks? If so think of cost, cups, plates? 
5.  What can you do to meet the most people? (Think of non-christians also) 
6.  Make a list of people you would like to invite? Classmates, roommates, people of 

your floor, etc. 
7.  How will you contact these people? 
8.  Did I mention make it fun? 

 
Contemplation 
Pray with these scriptures in mind. 

“Do not be deceived: “Bad company ruins good morals.”” (1 Corinthians 
15:33, ESV)  
 
“It is written, “You shall be holy, for I am holy.”” (1 Peter 1:16, ESV)  
 
“Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not 
believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name 
of the only Son of God. And this is the judgment: the light has come into 
the world, and people loved the darkness rather than the light because 
their works were evil. For everyone who does wicked things hates the 
light and does not come to the light, lest his works should be 
exposed.” (John 3:18–20, ESV) 

 
“for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,” (Romans 3:23, 
ESV) 

Page !17



Things You Should Know

Chapter 3 

What Am I without Good 
News? 
Lawbreaker 

Think Tank: Before You Begin 

1. Explain the gospel? 

2. What is the Law of Human Nature? Give an example. 

3. If God is good why does he punish sin? 

4. What is sin? 

Quick Review 
     Let us review at this point. First, we have learned that the word gospel means good news. 
It literally is news of a major event in history that has occurred that changed everything. The 
good news is that God has come to us through Jesus and acted on our behalf. The bible says 
it like this: “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in 
him should not perish but have eternal life.” (John 3:16, ESV)  

     Secondly, we asked the question, “Why do I need this gospel?” The short answer is 
because we have broken God’s Law and become an offense to him. It is here we found by 
prodding into the behavior of man that we begin to see we are governed by an absolute 
goodness, a higher being.  The law of human nature (right and wrong) is something that 
governs over the facts of our actions and is distinct to humans in the entire universe. Our 
discovery has shown us that this being ,who is perfectly good, is absolutely true and real and 
he reveals himself in man by imprinting this law on our mind.   

Innately we know that he governs our actions and we find that all of us have this sense of 
how we ‘ought’ to behave. Furthermore, if this being is like the moral law that governs us we 
also find it is impersonal, black and white pertaining to the law, and in order to maintain 
perfect goodness he must be just.  This then becomes terrifying to man because it brings us 
to the understanding that all of us have broken God’s law. Once we understand that we find 
ourselves hopeless towards a just God. It is here only, do we find that Christianity make 
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sense. This leads us to where we are now in our study. If we have broken God’s law what does 
this make us? 

Sin 
For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,” (Romans 3:23, 
ESV“)  

     Humans have failed to conform to the moral law of God in action, attitude, and in our 
nature. We have thought in ways, acted in ways, and believed in ways that are not like God or 
in submission to his ways. We have broken his moral law, offended him, and find ourselves 
before him as lawbreakers. 

“Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also practices lawlessness; 
sin is lawlessness.” (1 John 3:4, ESV)  

     Sin is lawlessness because it violates the character and nature of God and his intention in 
his creation.  What we are calling a law is really his nature or being. Therefore, when we sin 
against his law we are really sinning against his very character and nature and acting 
contrary to how he created us to be in our nature as image bearers. 

    In the Bible Paul, an apostle of God, addresses this violation often. For example, in 
Romans 2:17-29 he first addresses the Jews, upon whom God’s law was given, and 
challenges their hypocrisy. He does so by asking if any of the people that thought they were 
special because God gave them law, break the law themselves? And of course, they do. But he 
doesn’t stop there. Paul also challenges those that God didn’t give the law (the gentiles) by 
appealing to their conscience, the moral law. What we find is simple. Before God all people 
are sinners and have broken God’s law and are offense to him. 

“All have turned away, all have become corrupt; there is no one who 
does good, not even one.” (Psalm 14:3, TNIV)  

Consequences of Sin 
“… I am the Lord who demonstrates unfailing love and who brings 
justice and righteousness to the earth, and that I delight in these things. 
I, the Lord, have spoken!” (Jeremiah 9:24b, NLT)  

     The scripture above explains the very nature of who God is.  When we violate his law it 
has consequences in every area of life and it affects everything around us. It affects the 
intended love, justice, and righteousness from which we, who were created in his image, 
were supposed to extend throughout creation.  

     Sin not only violates the character of God but also distorts who we are as his creation. In 
essence, we become something other then what we were created to be. This is because sins 
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consequences are such that it corrupts God’s likeness in man.  Our brokenness no longer 
reflects his light or his image and we no longer can live the intentions or purposes for which 
we were created.  In this way, we become slaves to our own nature, imprisoned to our own 
ways, all which are apart from God, because sins corruption is such that our identity is 
affected.  

     The devastation of sin is that it disables God from informing who we are.  Sin is now a 
barrier in this relationship and enslavement comes as we walk in a contrary nature. Sin   
allows everything that makes up ones ego, all the selfs, to be informed from our fallen nature 
and passions rather than by God.  

     Paul understood the consequences of having a nature lived out contrary to God’s nature, 
from which we were created. In 1 Timothy 4:1-2  he speaks out concerning those who live out 
of their sinful nature.  He says that this sinful nature plays out in the world around us.  Sin 
not only affects people, but the culture, and extends outwardly toward all of the world.  As 
sin becomes normalized culturally it becomes normalized personally. It affects the whole 
being of man making it harder to see God.  We become blinded by its darkness and the 
consequences are that allows for lies to be believed.  

     We fool ourselves in our sinful nature to think we are spiritually in communion with God, 
living within his will, and somehow are practicing his truth.  1 Timothy 4:1-2 says that this 
twisted understanding is a consequence of those “who have departed from the faith to 
deceitful spirits” and in essence it is a sign of those whose “conscience are seared.”    

Searing means to be branding by something. In this case sin. Pause of a second. Consider 
what it means for you mind, emotions, heart, your ego, your entire being, everything that 
informs who you are seared by sin.  I remember going to a friends ranch one day. It was an 
amazing experience for a guy who is not what I would call “outdoorsy”. When I got there they 
were out on the ranch branding cattle one at a time.  I asked him, “Why do you brand your 
cattle?” He said, “So we know that these are mine.”  Think about this.  In the same way this is 
what a biblical understanding of the affect of sin in our lives is like. We must remember sin is 
no small thing.  Sin is against the very nature of God and affects the very nature of who man 
was created to be. When I looked at the cattle who had been seared with the ranchers mark, a 
sudden realization came over me, I realized once the cows were seared there is no removing  
its mark. It’s forever. 

     The consequences of sin are truly then devastating. Romans 6:23a states, “The wages of 
sin is death.”  This verse applies to those who have a lifestyle of breaking God’s law and living 
apart from his nature.  Whether we do this ignorantly or not does not matter. Either way, it 
is a direct violation to the character and life giving nature of God.  The consequence for this 
is death.  This means we have to beware and understand that sin leads to darkness and 
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darkness leads us towards living its lie rather than God’s will.  Sin doesn’t just affect our 
belief in God, it affects our lives towards God and each other. We live what we worship. Sin 
affects not only what we do, but what we won’t do.   The writer of the Gospel John says: 

“This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that 
God is light, and in him is no darkness at all. If we say we have 
fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, we lie and do not 
practice the truth.” (1 John 1:5–6, ESV) 

 
Punishment 
     Many people have heard hell and damnation preachers or maybe even felt the scourge of a 
religious person judging another person.  We must understand that this isn’t a good 
representation of God or a christ follower.  Make no mistake God does punish lawbreakers. 
But he doesn’t do so out of pleasure or out of unreasonable rule. In fact, the reason he makes 
punishment known to us is so it will be a deterrent to us against any further violation against 
His nature.  In other words, he makes punishment known to us so we will stop sinning.  

     The reason a good moral God punishes lawlessness is because if he didn’t He would no 
longer be good or just.  The primary reason then is because his own nature demands it.  As 
the Scripture shows us in Jeremiah, God is one who practices steadfast love, justice, and 
righteousness. If he did not punish sin he would not be a righteous God and there would be 
no ultimate justice in the universe. When sin is punished, God is showing himself to be a 
righteous judge over all and justice is being done in his universe. 

     The point of this chapter is a little gloomy but nevertheless important for us to confront.   
If we call God good in no way does that help us. This is because God is Just and we are 
lawbreakers.  Moreover, most people have lived in their sinful nature perpetuating sinful 
mans will and ways culturally as opposed to God’s. Most of us have been seared in our 
hearts, minds, and emotions branded by sin and its affects. How shall the sear of sin be 
removed?  We need to confront this in our own lives and come to terms with this truth. For a 
people who daily break God’s moral law and see the results of our actions everywhere, the 
reality is that wherever we look in this world or whoever we look to in this world there is no 
hope to fix our situation.  This is the predicament lawbreakers find themselves in. It is a 
sobering moment and rightfully so.  It is important here to reflect individually on ways we 
personally break God’s law understanding that no amount sacrifice, work, or appeasement 
can give will get us in right standing before God.  If this is sobering to you it is supposed to 
be, but don’t loose hope know that help is on the way. 
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Questions: 
1. What is a lawbreaker? 

2. Why are we all sinners? 

3. Why when sin “sears the conscious” are its affects so dangerous?  

4. Can you think of a time in your life where you were living a lie because your conscious was 
seared? How did it blind you? 

5. Why does lawlessness or sin require punishment?  In light of this where does this leave 
humanity? 

6. If sin keeps us from knowing God and living a certain way what way should we be living? 
Do you live that way? 

 
Team Challenge 
Before our next time together plan for your group get together for a meal.  Before each 
person gets to this meal have your own individual list of people you may invite to the party 
you're planning.  During the meal begin to finalize plans for your party.  The list below 
should remind you of some things to keep in mind.  After the meeting exchange lists and 
each day until our next DNA group pray over those people on the list you have.  

1. Start and End Times. 

2. Where will it be?  

3. What will you do that it will be fun for guys and girls? 

4. Will their be food and drinks? If so think of cost, cups, plates? 

5. What can you do to meet the most people? (Think of non-christians also) 

6. Make a list of people you would like to invite? Classmates, roommates, people of your 
floor, etc. 

7. How will you contact these people? 

8. Did I mention make it fun? 
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Contemplation 

For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,” (Romans 3:23, 
ESV“)  

“Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also practices lawlessness; 
sin is lawlessness.” (1 John 3:4, ESV) 

“This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that 
God is light, and in him is no darkness at all. If we say we have 
fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, we lie and do not 
practice the truth.” (1 John 1:5–6, ESV) 

“… I am the Lord who demonstrates unfailing love and who brings 
justice and righteousness to the earth, and that I delight in these things. 
I, the Lord, have spoken!” (Jeremiah 9:24b, NLT)  

“All have turned away, all have become corrupt; there is no one who 
does good, not even one.” (Psalm 14:3, TNIV)  
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Chapter 4 

The Arrival of Good News? 
Not Repentance, Perfect Repentance  

Think Tank: Before You Begin 

1. What is gospel? 

2. What is the Law of Human Nature? Give an example. 

3. If God is good why does he punish sin? 

4. Why cant we just say we are sorry? 

Sin is Serious 
“For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in 
Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 6:23, ESV)  

     Central to Christianity is the understanding that because, “The wages of sin is death,” that 
humans find themselves in an unprecedented and unimaginable predicament.  We find we 
are broken, sinners and offenders of God, that have no possible way fixing ourselves or our 
standing with God.  

    Humanity was in a hole. Sin put them there and this hole has no way out. Our situation 
was this: we were made like him, in his image, yet we tried to make our own way, and behave 
as if we belonged to ourselves. We were not just people who made a mistake. Nor were we a 
people who need a little self-improvement or need of a push in the right direction and 
everything would be fine.  No. The seriousness of our sin was much more than that. We were 
idolaters.   John Stott says: 

“We have dared to proclaim our self-dependence, our autonomy, which 
is to claim the position occupied by God alone. Sin is not a regrettable 
lapse from conventional standards; its essence is hostility to God (Rom. 
8:7), issuing in active rebellion against him. It has been described in 
terms of ‘getting rid of the Lord God’ in order to put ourselves in his 
place in a haughty spirit of ‘God-almightiness.'“  
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      Sin is serious and when we understand it and its consequences there is only one thing left 
to do. Turn from it.  Turning from sin, at the very least, means we need to understand the 
seriousness of it’s offense toward the very person and nature of God.  

     Consider King David from the Old Testament. In committing adultery with Bathsheba and 
arranging to have her husband Uriah killed in battle David had committed extremely serious 
offenses against them and against the nation.  He knew what he had done was wrong 
because of God’s law.  One might think his offense was first and foremost against them. 
However,  while his offense was serious and wrong against the nation of Israel, Uriah, and 
Uriah’s family, David when confronted with the reality of his sin repented first and foremost 
to God. He understood all sin is offensive and violation to the nature of God and it is him to 
whom we must repent first and foremost. It is why he said: 

‘Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight’. 
(Ps. 51:4) 

 The Problem of Repentance  
     In the same way, once we have seen that every sin we commit is ultimately against God we 
can see the necessity for repentance.  Repentance is the other side of the coin to faith. This is 
because it is impossible to put your faith in God unless we change our mind about what we 
were believing and caused us to sin. Once our faith is aligned to the truth of God, it naturally 
follows so does our actions and that is why David repented to God first and foremost.  Once 
his relationship was fixed with God so could his actions and relationships. Therefore, 
repentance is necessary in order for us to be saved from our sin into an authentic faith in 
Jesus. This faith will always show in how we live our life. There is just one problem. We have 
a dilemma. Only a bad person needs to repent, but only a good person can 
repent perfectly. Since all humans have fallen short of the glory of God and sinned against 
him, how can perfect repentance be achieved?   C.S. Lewis said:  

“The only person who could do it perfectly would be a perfect person-
and he would have need to do such a thing.”   

 
The Catch 
     Humans have no way of repenting perfectly. Even if we say we are sorry and try not to sin 
again we still remain under God’s wrath because his righteousness has not been fulfilled and 
his law remains broken.  So we need God’s help.  

     The catch is that in His very nature, what the Bible calls his, “Holiness," God has no need 
to surrender, suffer, submit, atone for anything, let alone to die. However, to satisfy the laws 
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requirements atonement is needed. Someone would have to pay the debt or in this sense take 
the punishment in order to make everything right before God.  This is quite a predicament 
we find ourselves in. The absolute one thing mankind needs from God is the one thing God 
in his very nature has never done.  

     This seems like a big problem for mankind because God can only give to us what he has in 
his own nature and this repentance thing, he does not have.  However, if God, as revealed to 
us through the law of right and wrong, the impersonal mind, became a man — if he took on 
our human nature, which can suffer and die, and combined it with His Godly nature in one 
person-then that person could help us.  

     An impersonal mind cannot forgive only a person can. This type of person could 
surrender, suffer, and die, AND because he was man and God he could do so perfectly. This 
is how Jesus would satisfy the righteous demands of the moral law that we all have broken. 
The God-Man would atone for our sins and offer us perfect repentance. 

“Christ suffered for our sins once for all time. He never sinned, but he 
died for sinners to bring you safely home to God. He suffered physical 
death, but he was raised to life in the Spirit.” (1 Peter 3:18, NLT)  

     Since no natural human being ever has lived or ever will live a life perfectly glorifying to 
God, Jesus came and took on flesh as the God-man. Jesus became for humanity, the true and 
better human, the true Son of Man and Son of God. He submitted himself perfectly to God 
the Father. He obeyed him in everything, doing only what God the Father told him to do. 
This perfect obedience— this perfect life— has been given to us. Jesus is the gift of God to 
humanity.  

“For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we 
might become the righteousness of God.” (2 Corinthians 5:21, ESV)  

     With the arrival of Jesus we indeed have good news! Without Jesus the wages of our sin is 
death and there is no hope! However, because of Jesus “the gift of God is eternal life!” Now 
that is gospel. That is good news! 

     Jesus obeyed the Father and met the demands of the law. He suffered in our place to 
perfectly meet the requirements of the law. This was God’s plan.  Jesus received our sin and 
death, and we received his righteousness and life. It was God’s justice that required sin to be 
paid for, and God the Son who voluntarily took upon himself the role of bearing that penalty 
for our sin.  In doing so humanity not only had the perfect sacrifice, but perfect repentance. 

“But God showed his great love for us by sending Christ to die for us 
while we were still sinners. And since we have been made right in God’s 
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sight by the blood of Christ, he will certainly save us from God’s 
condemnation. For since our friendship with God was restored by the 
death of his Son while we were still his enemies, we will certainly be 
saved through the life of his Son.” (Romans 5:8–10, NLT)  

     With the arrival of Jesus we see heaven invading earth with the intention to overthrow the 
spiritual authorities in place. That which was lost to God would now have perfect repentance 
and through the work of Jesus and faith in his propitiation, hopelessness for humanity could 
be restored.  Humans could now come back to their Father because of Jesus’ selfless offering.  
In Jesus we have the arrival of good news! 

 
Questions 
1. Understanding Moral Law, why do we need good news? 

2. What do we need to understand in order to repent? 

3. What does this sentence mean? “Only bad a person needs to repent, but only a good 
person can repent perfectly?” 

4. Why is the arrival of Jesus good news? 

Team Challenge 
A. Before our next time together plan for your group to go and have some fun together. 

From the list of friends  you have from your party you're planning invite one of them to go 
with and pool your resources together and just bless them by treating them.   

B. Where are we at with the Party? Where? When? What is it? 

 
Contemplation 

“For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in 
Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 6:23, ESV)  

Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight. 
(Ps. 51:4) 
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“Christ suffered for our sins once for all time. He never sinned, but he 
died for sinners to bring you safely home to God. He suffered physical 
death, but he was raised to life in the Spirit.” (1 Peter 3:18, NLT) 

Christ, he will certainly save us from God’s condemnation. For since our 
friendship with God was restored by the death of his Son while we were 
still his enemies, we will certainly be saved through the life of his 
Son.” (Romans 5:8–10, NLT) 
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Chapter 5 

What this Good News has 
done? 
Not fixed, Made New  

Think Tank: Before You Begin 

1. Explain the difference between good advice and good instruction? 

2. Isn’t the Law of Human Nature just and instinct? Give an example. 

3. If God is good why does he punish sin? 

4. Why cant we just say we are sorry? 

Perfection 
     In our previous study we began to see just how great the news of Jesus’ coming truly was. 
He not only came to do what we could not do, but in doing so he showed us what it is to live 
as we have not.  Jesus lived in perfect obedience to God just as Adam and Eve did before they 
sinned. Yet, because of sin our understanding of “perfect obedience” might be defined by 
does and don’ts or tasks completed without mistake.  However, for Jesus, it meant 
something different.  Jesus lived in perfect harmony with God acting succinctly in his very 
nature. Although Jesus came to us to do the will of the Father what he did wasn’t motivated 
or driven by a task. He did what he did by his very nature.  

     When Jesus was at his baptism God the Father spoke to him saying, “This is my dearly 
loved Son in whom I am well pleased.” Later in his ministry Jesus prayed and exclaimed, “I 
and the Father are one.” This shows us the type of relationship that was within the Godhead 
(Trinity). They were in perfect community, perfect unity, and their motives were based 
purely on love because of who they were.  As we learned last chapter Jesus volunteered to 
come to us and do the will of the Father which was to take on the wrath of God for us on the 
cross.  He did this purely out of the most profound love.  

     Clearly the obedience Jesus lived was defined by their triune relationship based on love. 
Thus, love motivated Jesus’ mission (John 3:16) because it was who he is. The point here is 
that Jesus didn’t just come and do a bunch of tasks because he was given tasks to do.        
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     Instead, Jesus lived who he was and because he was motivated and driven by the most 
profound love it naturally drove him to live the most selfless and sacrificial life. In other 
words, his love wasn’t just an idea, but was lived out and demonstrated by what he did.  His 
identity as a man was rooted in the very nature of God and lived out perfectly in this world. 
Perfect obedience rooted in love then was his nature and he never did something outside of 
who he was.   

     This is important for us to understand.  For us perfection is something we strive for in our 
work or even on assignments. It is something we have to will, but it certainly isn’t who we 
are.  For us we seek to obtain perfection in what we do.  In contrast, for Jesus it is who he is. 
It is his very nature. It is why through his sacrifice we could receive perfect repentance. 

     I think this helps us understand biblically what perfection means for us. It is not 
something we can achieve by what we do, but something we receive in Christ through grace. 
The idea of perfection means flawlessness according to its very nature or likeness. The life of 
Jesus not only shows us that perfection but as we contrast our own lives to it, it also reminds 
us of how lacking we are and how important it is to be found in him 

Re-Creator    
     In the creation story of Genesis the highlight of God’s creation was mankind — who was 
made in God’s image (Gen. 1:26).  Yet those first humans were the ones who originally 
sinned against God.  The implication of sin in God’s perfect creation skewed the intention of 
God in man and his creation. The purposes of God would now be corrupted by this false 
independence and the blind morality of man.  We were once products of him and now had 
become a byproduct of sin. Humans, who were to be the image bearers of God, where now 
something else and all of creation, which God had called good, would suffer. 

     However, the story of Noah, Abraham, and Moses also shows us that God was constantly 
trying to set aside a people for himself in order that his purposes and intentions for his 
creation might be lived out. While God did miraculous things to help mankind, sinful man 
lacked the nature of God and the proper motivations in order to be the people they were 
called to be.  They were once image bearers of God but now have become consumed by 
themselves, lacking God’s nature, and living from their own sinful nature. Mans nature was 
so corrupt and far way from what they were created to be that they could not live out what 
God had purposed in them. Our sinful nature and God’s perfect nature were forever at odds 
and it had reached a tipping point. 

      From our end we needed a savior, a perfect sacrifice for perfect repentance. From God’s 
vantage point he now needed more then just a chosen people.  God needed to start over. He 
needed a new type of person. God needed to re-create man in such a way that he could be 
obedient in his very nature. A man who could live who he was in his very being. Enter Jesus. 
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In the Old Testament God is revealed to us as our creator, but now in the New Testament 
Jesus is revealed to us as our salvation by being God’s re-creator.  

“For … we are convinced that one died for all, and therefore all died.” (2 
Corinthians 5:14, TNIV) 

 “And he died for all that those who live should no longer live for 
themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again.” (2 
Corinthians 5:15, TNIV)  

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, He is a new creation: The old has 
gone, the new is here!” (2 Corinthians 5: 17, TNIV)  

“I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in 
me. The life I now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who 
loved me and gave himself for me.” (Galatians 2:20, TNIV)  

      

     Jesus comes to us and in fulfilling the work of the cross achieves for us not only the ability 
to repent and be forgiven, but to also be born again and made completely new.  

Receiving God's grace and placing our faith in him means that our lives are no longer 
worldly, but spiritual. They are no longer ours but his. We have been born again into Christ 
(John 3).  Jesus said, “Humans can reproduce only human life, but the Holy Spirit gives 
birth to spiritual life.” (John 3:6, NLT)  In other words, flesh gives birth to flesh, but the 
spirit gives birth to spirit. 

“For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in 
God.” (Colossians 3:3, TNIV)  

     Because we are hidden in Christ and have received the reward of his grace, the old nature 
that placed him on the cross died with him on the cross. Our death is that of the old sinful 
nature from the fallen world.  It was crucified with him and buried with him. Therefore, just 
as God raised Jesus from that death so to are we raised up with him to walk in newness of 
life. We are made brand new in Jesus. 
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“We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order 
that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the 
Father, we too may live a new life.” (Romans 6:4, TNIV)  

     It is that person to whom Paul refers to as a “new creation” in Christ.  God didn’t fix us. 
He didn’t clean us up. He literally bore us all over again through Christ. 

“Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he 
gave the right to become children of God— children born not of natural 
descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of 
God.” (John 1:12–13, TNIV)  

     God did something only he could do. He created mankind new from himself as he did in 
the first creation.  In Christ our being comes out of his doing!  As for our old nature, it is 
dead and gone. Every part of our old nature-natural pride, love of sin, reliance on our own 
works, habits, and perverted passions are dead and buried with Christ and we are now alive 
in him because he has risen from the grave and conquered death. We are literally new-
creations in Christ.  

     The new creation looks outwardly to Christ, while the old creation looked inwardly to self. 
The old nature has passed away and has been nailed to a cross and the new nature is alive 
and has set us from the power of sin and enabled us to now overcome it. We can now repent 
without condemnation and move forward in God’s will. More good news! 

     What about the Christian who continues to sin? There is a difference between continuing 
to sin and continuing to live in sin. No one reaches sinless perfection in this life, but the 
redeemed Christian is being sanctified (made holy) day by day, sinning less and hating it 
more each time he fails. Yes, we still sin, but unwillingly and less and less frequently as we 
mature in Christ. Our new self hates the sin that still has a hold on us. In fact, sin is a shock 
to our new selves born of the Spirit.  It naturally shocks our imparted holiness as saints of 
God not only relationally but in purpose.  It is like cold water thrown on a man on a very hot 
day.  It is disturbing to our new selves.  

     The difference then is that God’s new creation is no longer a slave to sin as we formerly 
were. We are now freed from sin and it no longer has power over us because of the power of 
Jesus in us. 

“In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ 
Jesus. Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you 
obey its evil desires.” (Romans 6:11–12, TNIV)  
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     Think of this way. What we did in our old sinful nature we did because sin and our sinful 
nature. It kept us apart from God and who we were created to be. Now that we are new 
creations in Christ we are no longer are slaves to that nature and can overcome it in Christ, 
who conquered it and it’s consequences on the cross. 

“In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our 
trespasses, according to the riches of his grace,” (Ephesians 1:7, ESV)  

A Beautiful Reward 
      The beauty of the gospel of Jesus is through his atonement we have the reward of 
repentance. In our old nature there was no way to repent. But now grace has been revealed 
in Christ that in our weakest moments we may have forgiveness and can be free from the 
condemnation that sin harbors in our hearts and mind.  Perfection is obtained in Christ and  
in Christ we have perfect repentance.  In Jesus Paul tells us: 

“I will remember their sins and their lawless deeds no more.” (Hebrews 
10:17, ESV)  

Partnership 
     For those who have put their faith in Jesus repentance is awesome news because we can 
share in his victory!   This is great news but there is one more thing to be aware of here.  The 
sum of our walk with God is not just spending a lifetime focused on avoid sinning as though 
we can obtain holiness in that way.  Yes, Jesus overcame the battle of sin and in him we have 
that victory.   However, as new creations in Christ we are his workmanship for the works he 
created us to do beforehand.  In other words, as new creations Christlikeness doesn’t mean 
our purpose is to live not to sin and call that Holy.  As new creations in Christ our 
Christlikeness is to live Holy as Jesus did. This means because of what Jesus did we are his 
saints set apart by God to do the works prepared beforehand that God has called us to do.    

Ephesians 2:9-10 tells us that new creations in Christ should now “walk in”  the works God 
has called us to and prepared for us beforehand. Think of this.  Just as God, through his 
redemptive plan, had a work for Jesus to do beforehand so now does God through the work 
of Jesus has work for his new creation.  Because we are new creations, born again unto God, 
he wants to share with us in his work.  That is awesome news. 

     New creations are brand new born again children of God empowered by grace to live out 
their true identity rooted in the love, perfection, and the power of God through Jesus Christ.  
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We are now new.  Because of this newness we are free from both the power of sin and the 
cultural influence of the world. Our old nature is dead and we are now privileged to do the 
work of God with God and here is the thing…it  isn’t that we have to do his will. No, the good 
news is we get to do it!   

Questions 
1. Why is important that Jesus lived in perfect obedience? 

2. Even though sin had corrupted mans nature, God didn't give up working with man. What 
do the stories of Noah, Abraham, and Moses show us about what God decided to do? 

3. What does it mean we are "hidden in Christ?”  

4. Because we are new creations in Christ does this mean we no longer sin? Explain. 

 
Team Challenge 
A. Before our next time together plan for your group to go and have some fun together. 

From the list of friends  you have from your party you're planning invite one of them to go 
with and pool your resources together and just bless them by treating them.   

B. Where are we at with the Party? Where? When? What is it? 

 
Contemplation 

“For … we are convinced that one died for all, and therefore all died.” (2 
Corinthians 5:14, TNIV) 

 “And he died for all that those who live should no longer live for 
themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again.” (2 
Corinthians 5:15, TNIV)  

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, He is a new creation: The old has 
gone, the new is here!” (2 Corinthians 5: 17, TNIV)  
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“I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in 
me. The life I now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who 
loved me and gave himself for me.” (Galatians 2:20, TNIV)  

  
“In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ 
Jesus. Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you 
obey its evil desires.” (Romans 6:11–12, TNIV)  

“In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our 
trespasses, according to the riches of his grace,” (Ephesians 1:7, ESV)  
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Chapter 6 

Why He has Given us the 
Good News? 
A Holy Temple for a People of His Presence 

Think Tank: Before You Begin 

1. Explain the difference between good advice and good instruction? 

2. What would you say to someone who says they have never sinned? 

3. Why doesn't God just fix us? Why do we need to be made new creations? 

“So the Lord God banished them from the Garden of Eden, and he sent 
Adam out to cultivate the ground from which he had been made. After 
sending them out, the Lord God stationed mighty cherubim to the east 
of the Garden of Eden. And he placed a flaming sword that flashed back 
and forth to guard the way to the tree of life.” (Genesis 3:23–24, NLT)  

     When we talk about the nature of man and consider what it means that he sinned against 
God, by now if you have worked through each of the chapters, we can firmly agree that man 
has violated not only the very character of God, but perverted his intentions in who he 
created us to be.  But now the good news of Jesus has come to us. Jesus, the Son of God, the 
perfect man, through the offering of his perfect life, gives perfect repentance to us. He is the 
perfect sacrifice and by his death atones for our violations against the character and nature 
of God satisfying the requirements of God’s moral law.  Because of what he did we are free 
from the penalty of sin. 

     However, Jesus didn’t just dissolve our sin, or fix us, instead he re-created man 
completely. We are “new creations” in Christ the old has passed away and the new has come.  
So what does this mean? How does that make me different from who I was? How am I new?  
You may accept what God has done through Christ on our behalf but maybe you are 
wondering how it makes you different then you were? This chapter will examine the lengths 
that God went in order for us to be his people and import reason for doing so. 
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Understanding Eden 
      The story of the first humans in Eden is overwhelming. The God of the universe in all of 
his glory and creativity made the entire universe and everything in it.  Even more profound is 
the fact that the only part of what he created that would be aware of what he did would be 
humans, those he created in his image.   

     It is amazing that God did not just make humanity and drop them somewhere in the 
universe. He did much more than that.  He made them in his likeness, gave them a specific 
place to live, walked among them, guided them, and continued to partner with them in their 
everyday life.  His involvement with his creation is truly insightful and personal and shows 
how much he cares. 

     As I reflect on my own life I have been privileged to play basketball, football, baseball, 
karate, and cycling.  I went and graduated college. I have been to parks, concerts, church 
events, and shows. I love to go to the gym. I have a cat and a dog. I also have been privileged 
enough to be a pastor and a missionary. I have celebrated birthday parties, holidays, 
graduations, and every other kind of party you can imagine. Through all of this what strikes 
me the most is that when I reflect on what makes those occasions so valuable to me I realize 
that is was not so much I did these things, but what made them special was the people I 
shared them with.  Without the presence of family and friends these things just don’t have 
much value, but with them it means everything. 

     In the same way, when I think of the creation story prior to the sinful fall of mankind I can 
see that what made the entire experience of creation itself so pleasurable and enjoyable for 
Adam and Eve. They were in the ‘presence’ of God.   The creation story emphasizes the truth 
that God is a personal and a relational being that created life, but it also punctuates the 
harmony in unity of relationship.  What made life, life was all of creation was full of God’s 
presence.  

His presence gave life to all things and most of all it gave life to our lives.  His presence is 
what made us, informed all that we were, and all that we experienced. Everything good and 
pleasurable known has been given through the presence of our creator who has shared these 
things with us in their purity with him.  From relationships to community to creation itself 
everything created was by, through, and shared in his presence in Eden.  This is something 
not often thought about and something almost unfathomable. 

Adam and Eve lived and moved and walked daily in the power and presence of God. it 
informed who they were and what they did was the natural outflow of his wonderful 
presence. However, then something went terribly wrong. They fell from grace. 
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Cast Out 
      The great problem with the fall of man was not only a distortion in our understanding of 
who God is and his true character, but an abandonment in our identity because we were out 
of relationship with our Creator. The scripture above is consequential because when we were 
cast out of Eden we were cast out of the life giving presence of God.  Something else would 
now inform who we are because of this sin. 

     This meant the spirit of God, which sustained creation and harmony between God and 
man, no longer could dwell in his creation. God was Holy and we had become something 
other than what he created. We had become unholy. The affect of this was we had taken what 
was sacred and made it profane and lost the abiding presence of our creator.  Everything that 
informed who we are as humans and what it meant to be human was now lost.  We were lost. 

     We lost his presence in our humanity. Our mind, emotions, logic, and motives remained 
with us, but they were now broken.  The faculties of man which were once interdependent 
with God were now independent of God.  We were once co-partners with God in his creation 
and now chose to be God ourselves and live independent from his life apart from his 
presence.  Sin had entered into the equation. It had broken the facilities which made us in 
his likeness the identity of humanity being image bearers of God. We became something 
other then what God created to us be.  

     If we bring moral law into the equation and consider the justice it requires it is truly 
remarkable how God responses to these offense against him . Instead of bringing justice and 
judgment for which he had the right to institute, God waited and took the most 
compassionate action he could take. He showed mercy.  He cast us out of his presence so as 
to seek a way for another way for justice to be fulfilled.  This seems logical enough, but I 
cannot imagine the grief God felt and the brokenheartedness that was perpetuated 
throughout creation. 

     When I try to understand this I think of taking my 10-year-old child and casting him out 
of my house and leaving him to the world with no directions or possible way to get back to 
me.  Can you imagine how devastated he would be?  Can you imagine the affect this world 
would have on him left to himself? Can you imagine how heartbroken my wife would be? Can 
you imagine how it would affect our home? I honestly cannot not imagine this. Yet, while 
this would difficult and unimaginable enough, this is still would not be an accurate analogy.  
In this scenario my son is ten years old with all of his capacities. To be more accurate to the 
story of the fall, we would have to kick him out of the house, leave him to the world, with no 
way of ever returning home or understanding how to get back, breaking every relationship 
and understanding of the world he has ever known, knowing that he is broken, has a 
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disorder, or for lack of a better word retarded. Only then, when we understand that his 
faculties were not working as intended would it be closer to the truth of mankind's 
excommunication from Eden.  This for me is the best way I can try to understand being cast 
out of from Eden. 

     When scripture talks about the “old man” or uses the phrase “the world” it is speaking of 
those who are not in the presence of God. It is defining for us those who have been broken by 
sin and remain subject to the culture in this world that was created out of this brokenness.  It 
is speaking of those whose faculties and capacities exist for themselves and are a means to 
their own end.  It is the world outside Eden. 

      Sin casts out the presence of God by breaking the bond of holy union and  it’s 
enslavement keeps us from a relationship with God. Sin incapacitates who we are as 
mankind and it keeps us blind in our own ways, thoughts, actions, and abilities.  The 
blindness that sin causes has a shadow so dark that those in it cannot recognize that outside 
of Eden we are automatically irrational and incapable of perceiving reality for what it is.  
Apart from God’s presence sin didn’t just affect our spirit or our minds or our emotions, it 
affected our entire being.  It affected the entirety of what makes us who we are. We lost our 
identity. We lost what informs who we were. 

 
Outside of Eden 
Outside of Eden are glimpses of a reality once lived and a people we once were. Now we are 
left with choices on where to put our identity, hope, love, intellect, and actions.  Some look to 
the world to justify themselves  and others look towards religion to justify themselves. Either 
way we have abandoned God for self and left constantly searching outside Eden to find 
meaning, purpose and identity.  What once was known was now left wanting. 

     In our individualism we look into the world around us for the things that can only be 
found only in the presence of God.  We want love and seek it out. We want peace and look for 
it all around. We need joy and try to find it.  More than anything else that we are constantly 
in want, constantly working, and never content. Outside of Eden we are all running for 
something we cannot catch and reaching for something we cannot obtain.  Outside of Eden 
we seek an identity, trying find ourselves, never understanding that the seeking itself only 
shows us what we once had and that it is now lost.    

 
The Pursuit of a Holy Temple 
     However, while God removed his presence from us he never stopped His desire or pursuit 
to be in our presence. The Old Testament is packed with the history of God trying to make a 
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people to call his own and attempts by God for his presence to be among the people.  The 
good news is that He wants his presence to be among them. 

     When Moses discovered the burning bush God instructs him to bring the people to Sinai 
to worship him. We are told they were to come to the place of God’s “dwelling” which was 
Mount Sinai where His presence was resting. However, by this time in history mankind's 
nature was so foreign to their creator they were terrified of God and only Moses was allowed 
into God’s presence.   

     Moses then began to spend time in the presence of God. God wanted to move Israel from 
just being a people of promise (the God of Abraham) into also being a people of his presence. 
Therefore, God had Moses come before him on Mt. Sinai.  It was their God had Moses write 
instructions on how to build his tabernacle. However, between these instructions God was 
giving Moses on the mountain and the actual construction of God’s new dwelling place a 
grave sin was committed by the people.  When Moses came down from the mountain the 
people had constructed and idol out of gold, by their own hands, in the shape of calf, and 
began worshipping it.  This astonishing event angered God deeply. In response God 
forcefully told Moses He would remove his presence from the people and instead send an 
angel to guide them. Moses understands the implications of this. He knows that as leader 
without God’s presence he will be destroyed and that Israel will not survive as “God’s chosen 
people” without God’s presence. Moses expressed his concern: 

“Then Moses said, 'If you don’t personally go with us, don’t make us 
leave this place. How will anyone know that you look favorably on me—
on me and on your people—if you don’t go with us? For your presence 
among us sets your people and me apart from all other people on the 
earth.” (Exodus 33:15–16, NLT)  

     It is during this time we learn more about God’s graciousness and compassion for His 
people. God patiently waits as they repent and the people act by obeying his instructions to 
build the tabernacle. This tabernacle would be always filled with God’s glory. Now as they 
traveled to the place of Gods calling, the promised land, God’s presence would lead them 
represented by a pillar of fire by night and cloud of glory by day.  

     When Israel reached the Promised Land scripture tells us that God reveals plans to King 
David telling him that his son Solomon would build His Temple. This is most prominently 
known as “Solomon’s Temple.” Its location is found in the city of David, Jerusalem, and the 
temple was known as the place Yahweh chose to “dwell”.  To the people it would signify that 
they are special among all other nations because the one true God and his presence dwelt 
among them. It was one of the primary things that distinguished them as God’s people. 
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     However, although Israel had God’s presence among them they still did not have his 
nature in them and as the record shows us they fail God over and over and over again. This 
failure, like the one in Eden, ends with the removal of God’s presence, the destruction of the 
temple, and the people being carried away into captivity.  No longer would the people be 
distinguished for having God’s presence among them.  The glory of the Lord departed from 
among them and they were now lost and subject to pagan captivity. Through the Assyrian 
Captivity, the Babylonian Captivity, the Persian Captivity, the Greek Captivity, and finally the 
Roman Empire the disobedience of Israel had taken its toll on the people of Israel and they 
were held captive. This meant the culture of the world was more familiar to them then God’s 
presence. 

     It is during this time of captivity we see a great prophetic uprising, which expresses the 
hope and promise of a renewed presence of God. We see prophets such as Daniel, Malachi, 
and Isaiah foretell of a rebuilding of the temple and a renewal of God’s presence among the 
people. This is especially realized through the prophet Ezekiel. 

“Therefore, give the people of Israel this message from the Sovereign 
Lord: I am bringing you back, but not because you deserve it. I am doing 
it to protect my holy name, on which you brought shame while you were 
scattered among the nations. I will show how holy my great name is—
the name on which you brought shame among the nations. And when I 
reveal my holiness through you before their very eyes, says the 
Sovereign Lord, then the nations will know that I am the Lord... For I 
will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean. Your filth will be 
washed away, and you will no longer worship idols. And I will give 
you a new heart, and I will put a new spirit in you. I will take 
out your stony, stubborn heart and give you a tender, 
responsive heart. And I will put my Spirit in you so that you 
will follow my decrees and be careful to obey my 
regulations.” (Ezekiel 36:22–27, NLT)  

     Many years later a ruler named Herod decided, for political reasons, to build another 
temple in order to gain favor over the Jewish people.  By this time the people were still under 
captivity by the powerful Roman government and Herod was their prefect. Herod decided to 
build a temple for political purposes as a gesture to the Jewish people. It is during this 
context we see the arrival of the Messiah, Jesus.  Jesus understands the people’s captivity in 
a whole new light. Yes, physically the people are still under captivity. Yes, they had turned 
the place of God’s presence, the Temple, into a marketplace that was mainly a place of 
politics.   But Israel’s nature and world was so far from the creators intention that even 
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though the signs of what was happening to them were all around them they could not discern 
it. Their captivity had made them blind to where even their religion was worthless in God’s 
sight. This is the problem with living in captivity outside of Eden. 

     Jesus, however, understood their condition and saw his people were blind to them and 
enslaved by them because of their sin. Because of their lack of comprehension of their own 
condition Jesus decides to show them in the natural what must take place to for them to be 
restored back to God.   

 
Jesus goes the Temple. 

“Jesus went to Jerusalem. In the Temple area he saw merchants selling 
cattle, sheep, and doves for sacrifices; he also saw dealers at tables 
exchanging foreign money. Jesus made a whip from some ropes and 
chased them all out of the Temple. He drove out the sheep and cattle, 
scattered the moneychangers’ coins over the floor, and turned over their 
tables. Then, going over to the people who sold doves, he told them, “Get 
these things out of here. Stop turning my Father’s house into a 
marketplace!”” (John 2:13–16, NLT)  

     The rulers, priests and religious sect were flabbergasted by what Jesus did. So they 
confronted him directly. 

“But the Jewish leaders demanded, What are you doing? If God gave you 
authority to do this, show us a miraculous sign to prove it.” “All right,” 
Jesus replied. “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” 
“What!” they exclaimed. “It has taken forty-six years to build this 
Temple, and you can rebuild it in three days?” (John 2:18–20, NLT)  

      Notice here God’s presence had returned to the temple but that presence was so foreign 
to those who are in captivity they reject it outright. It is here Jesus’ actions are prophetic and 
profound.  In the moment no one understood what he meant by his words. It was only after 
he fulfilled them did people understand what he meant.  

“But when Jesus said “this temple,” he meant his own body. After he 
was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered he had said this, 
and they believed both the Scriptures and what Jesus had said.” (John 
2:21–22, NLT)  

     You see Outside of Eden we are nothing more than captive to ourselves.  A sinful people so 
blind we cannot see or understand God even when he came directly to us in the deepest 
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compassions and with the grandest miracles.   Sin makes us captive and blind.  However, 
God did pursue us.  Jesus’ actions here show us that His sacrifice was needed to cleanse the 
temple in order that people of Israel may enter into his presence and be his people. However, 
because their nature was so sinful they could not sustain the life and call God placed on 
them. 

     Jesus, however, does tear down the temple of our sinful dead nature and rebuilds it into a 
perfect living body through his resurrection. He takes our sin and death and he gives us 
everlasting life.  Through Christ the temple of our bodies is now cleansed, broken down and 
resurrected.  Sure this means in Christ we will go to heaven and be with him.  Certainly that 
is part of the Gospel, but it is even better then that. His sacrifice makes it possible for God to 
be among the people again. He cleanses our hearts and places his spirit in the temple of our 
hearts and makes it the dwelling place of God’s presence. 

“And now you have also heard the truth, the Good News (the gospel) 
that God saves you. And when you believed in Christ, he identified you 
as his own by giving you the Holy Spirit, whom he promised long 
ago.” (Ephesians 1:13, NLT)  

     I want you to consider our earlier scripture in Ezekiel. This book of prophetic words was 
written between 593 and 571 BC. But in Christ we see them fulfilled. He has given us a new 
heart and has put his Spirit in us that we may be respond to him.   

      God has worked redemptively on our behalf in order that we would no longer be lost to 
the world, but be free in Christ.  We are now a people of presence, God’s people. Christ 
cleansed us and his Spirit makes tabernacle with us.  So here is the million dollar question. 
How are we created a new? He places us his spirit in us that we may be his people who can 
respond in obedience in his creation. 

Gordon Fee states: 

“God is not just saving individuals and preparing them for heaven; 
rather, he is creating a people among whom he can live and who in their 
life together will reproduce God’s life and character.” 

     His intention is not just to save us from our sin, but to save others from their sins as well 
by making a new creation of people that will be obedient to his will. Just as when we were in 
Eden, in his presence, working with him in creation, now through Christ we receive the Holy 
Spirit, the indwelling presence of God to help carry out the life He called us to. 

 
 Questions: 
1. What made Eden so pleasurable prior to the Fall? Explain. 
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2. In your own words how you describe being cast out of God’s presence? 

3. How does God show us his love throughout the OT? 

4. Explain the meaning of Jesus Cleansing the Temple? 

5. We know Jesus dying for us gives us forgiveness, but how does this make us new 
creations? 

Team Challenge 
A. This week take the time to hang with each other by going as a group to another student 

organizations event.  The goal isn’t just to attend but to meet as many people as you can 
and build bridges towards new friendships.  Also be prepared if someone asks about to chi 
alpha to trade information. Afterwords meet for ten minutes and talk about your 
experiences of meeting new people. 

B. Where are we at with the Party? Where? When? What is it? 

 
Contemplation 

“Jesus went to Jerusalem. In the Temple area he saw merchants selling 
cattle, sheep, and doves for sacrifices; he also saw dealers at tables 
exchanging foreign money. Jesus made a whip from some ropes and 
chased them all out of the Temple. He drove out the sheep and cattle, 
scattered the moneychangers’ coins over the floor, and turned over their 
tables. Then, going over to the people who sold doves, he told them, “Get 
these things out of here. Stop turning my Father’s house into a 
marketplace!”” (John 2:13–16, NLT)  

“But when Jesus said “this temple,” he meant his own body. After he 
was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered he had said this, 
and they believed both the Scriptures and what Jesus had said.” (John 
2:21–22, NLT)  

“But when Jesus said “this temple,” he meant his own body. After he 
was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered he had said this, 
and they believed both the Scriptures and what Jesus had said.” (John 
2:21–22, NLT)  
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“And now you have also heard the truth, the Good News (the gospel) 
that God saves you. And when you believed in Christ, he identified you 
as his own by giving you the Holy Spirit, whom he promised long 
ago.” (Ephesians 1:13, NLT)  
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Chapter 7 

The purpose of the Good 
News? 
The Gift of Obedience 

Think Tank: Before You Begin 

1. Explain the difference between good advice and good instruction? 

2. Can you outline each chapter to this point? Summarize. 

3. Why make us a Holy temple? 

     Through this journey we discovered that humanity has sinned, been born into the 
consequences of sin, and has in many different ways tried to find it’s way back to God with 
absolutely no luck. Whether we try to live by laws, follow a set of principles, or have deep 
engagement in religious activity and religious disciplines we fall short.  In fact, in and of 
themselves, man is neither capable of pleasing God, finding his way back to God, desires to 
please God, or able too regain his original state as image bearers of God. It is then only 
through an act of grace on God’s part that we find the way back to God.  It is here we discover 
lengths and depth and wisdom that God has gone to make us a people of his presence 
through the work of Jesus. Because of what Jesus did those who have placed their faith in 
him are now made to be his church, a dwelling place of God’s presence.  In this chapter we 
ask a simple question, “Why go through all that trouble to put his Holy Spirit in the heart of 
man?”   

 
Person of Presence 
     Romans 6:11 states, we are “dead to sin and alive in Christ”. Through grace the work of 
Jesus has allowed for the coming of the person of the Holy Spirit to settle on the heart of 
man as a living temple of God.  Sin no longer prevails there. Therefore, the Holy Spirit’s role 
in our salvations is vital to who we are as a child of God.  The Spirit is not added to the work 
of Christ, but comes from the salvation offered through Christ. It is in fact the actualization 
of his work. It is what now transforms us into our new creation identity. The bible says, “he 
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saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, 
by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us 
richly through Jesus Christ our Savior,” (Titus 3:5–6, ESV).  

     It is the word of God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit that evoke new life as we put our trust in 
God. This act is one far beyond the scope of humanity. It is an act of God and why Jesus said: 

“That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the 
Spirit is spirit.” (John 3:6, ESV)  

The process of being born of the Spirit is called being “born again” (Jn. 3:3).  This born again 
experience is our initiation into the kingdom of God and into a life that is now led by the 
Spirit of God.  We are new creations in Christ because we have the Holy Spirit.  The work of 
the cross through Jesus and the promise of His Spirit, who now lives in us, means we have a 
newness of life and we are now dead to sin.  Not that sin and temptation are not around the 
corner, but because our old nature is dead, we now have the means to find our strength in 
what Jesus did for us and the power through the Holy Spirit to overcome.  Our bodies are his 
temple and God, the Holy Spirit, lives in us.  Like Eden, our relationship with God is such 
that he now provides the means to inform who we are and what we do. 

     In contrast, if a man does not have the Spirit of God he is still in his prior fallen state. This 
means he is living naturally in opposition towards the things of God whether he understands 
it or not. A person can say they believe in God but if they have no desire for a relationship 
with God the fruit of that relationship will show in his action in this world.  The Bible says: 

 “No one born of God makes a practice of sinning, for God’s seed abides 
in him; and he cannot keep on sinning, because he has been born of 
God. By this it is evident who are the children of God, and who are the 
children of the devil: whoever does not practice righteousness is not of 
God, nor is the one who does not love his brother.” (1 John 3:9–10, ESV)  

       

     When John speaks of being born of God, he is speaking of someone who not only has the 
Holy Spirit, but is living his life led by the Holy Spirit. The insinuation is that those living by 
the Spirit of God will do as Jesus did.  In fact he says, “It is evident” to all around if the way 
they are living is lived in such away.  This evidence is realized in the intentions and activity 
for which our lives are lived for. It seems then those who have now received the Holy Spirit 
should not go backward in mind, body, spirit, and life living as lawbreakers disobedient to 
God. The Holy Spirit is our Gift and it is not only how we know we are saved, but also given 
to us so we know how to live.  
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     The contrast then is between those who have the Spirit of God and are living a life led by 
that Spirit, and those living out of their own nature and fleshly passions.  John makes this 
plane to us so we may discern God’s way.   His appeal to us then is that there are some who 
might call themselves “followers of Jesus” that are not. This will be made known by how they 
live, what they live for, their relationships, and by the motives and intentions in their heart.  
This tells us that the power of one receiving the Holy Spirit is transformative and life 
changing. It in many ways reflects the good news of the gospel itself.  The gospel was news of 
an event that changed everything in our world.  This is because it redirects the heart, mind, 
and actions of man towards the will of God and his purposes.   

     To John, a disciple of Jesus, there is a significant different between those who are led by 
the Sprit and those who are not and it is shown in the fruit of their life. This adds further 
evidence that salvation is more than just an invitation to Christianity, but an imitation of 
Christ through the Holy Spirit. Simply put people of God’s presence do God’s will. The 
miracle is that they don’t do it based on a to-do list, they do it out of love because God has 
rescued them and the Holy Spirit is renewing their heart and minds towards the things of 
God.   This makes perfect sense.  The Bible says For God so “loved” his world that he gave us 
Jesus. Through Jesus we now received the promised Holy Spirit who naturally will began to 
reveal in us that same kind of love.  

     It is rather amazing how God begins a process of transformation in us to be like Jesus 
rooted in love. We are really dead to our old sinful ways and desires and through the power 
of the cross and the reception of the Holy Spirit. We are really alive in Christ (Rom. 6:11). 
This is not only awesome, but it is really God news that God wants to work through us and in 
us, in every way and in everyday life!  Therefore, it is important for us to realize that the 
Spirit makes us new and produces in us Christ-like motives and desires. Salvation then is 
only a beginning if by beginning we mean a start to a spirit led life. 

 
Holy Spirit and Obedience 
      With the arrival of the Holy Spirit John tells us that there are consequences. In other 
words, it will be evident by our lives. This means a for the first time since the fall of mankind 
we are now able to function properly as obedient children because of the work of Jesus and 
the guidance and direction of God through the Holy Spirit in our lives.  

     In Eden, Adam and Eve did not have to come up with a theory of God. God is and was 
there to be known intimately not inferentially.  The miracle we receive when we receive the 
Spirit of God is that we can again share in His presence, intimately not inferentially, with the 
comfort, guidance, and help of the Holy Spirit (Jn. 14-16). Salvation created God’s 
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workmanship in our lives which means for the first time we can now live in obedience to the 
will and ways of God since the fall of mankind in Eden. 

      Obedience precisely captures the nature of the Holy Spirit because it reflects the very 
obedient nature of Jesus. As Jesus was born of the Spirit so are we, through the work of 
Jesus, born again evident by this same Holy Spirit. 

“And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming 
obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.” (Philippians 2:8, 
ESV)  

“Although he was a son, he learned obedience through what he 
suffered.” (Hebrews 5:8, ESV)  

     The character of Jesus’ obedience, therefore, becomes the example to all who claim to 
follow Jesus in the Spirit.  It is therefore, obedience that is the characteristic to the 
fundamental response to the gospel and the necessary evidence to a continuing walk with the 
Holy Spirit. All obedience will reflect the primary obedience of Jesus and his life. For his 
obedience was a necessary response to our disobedience. From our response to the Gospel, 
the call for repentance, to the Holy Spirits empowerment in our lives, they are all a direct 
result of Jesus’ obedience. His obedience made a way for his offspring to be obedient and it is 
first and foremost a direct result of having the Holy Spirit. 

“… the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him.”” (Acts 
5:32, ESV)  

     Man may be moral, we may be civil, we may be socially sensitive, and we may be even 
relationally nice but this does not mean you have been obedient to God on His terms and 
more importantly by His means. If this was not so then we would not be living for his 
purposes and would be willfully in disobedience. 

     The Moral Law has shown that we are out of sync and made into something other than 
God’s image bearers. Our disobedience with God made us out of relationship with God and 
his presence no longer informed who we are.  This why truth and obedience is a bucket a 
cold water to the sinful man.  His nature and identity are broken towards the truth of God, 
the truth of his condition, and the truth about the truth of his condition.  It is more natural 
for him to disobey. Therefore, man needs something to help him. Thank God for his grace 
and the gift of the Holy Spirit.  
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Faith and Obedience 

“[Jesus] was declared to be the Son of God in power according to the 
Spirit of holiness by his resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our 
Lord, through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring 
about the obedience of faith for the sake of his name among all the 
nations, including you who are called to belong to Jesus 
Christ,” (Romans 1:4–6, ESV)  

“Now to him who is able to establish you in accordance with my gospel, 
the message I proclaim about Jesus Christ …so that all nations might 
believe and obey him.” (Romans 16:25–26, NIV)  

  

      Paul’s message of the book of Romans starts the exact way it ends. Our response to the 
gospel can sometimes be an emotional response. However, Paul’s gospel proclaims a 
devotional response empowered through the Holy Spirit. We cannot separate our faith from 
our obedience any more then we can separate Christ from the Holy Spirit, they are one and 
the same. Grace then isn’t a way out from under the work of the Holy Spirit and our 
disobedience to that work, but an empowerment for those who might be weak in the flesh to 
move forward in obedience without condemnation. Faith and obedience will always 
accompany each other and that obedience marks our response to the gospel and our further 
responses to the will of God, our walk with Christ, and our being led by the Holy Spirit.  The 
natural outcome of a relationship between a person who is saved and God would be that they 
would be obedient as Jesus and the Holy Spirit are obedient. In fact, because of the work of 
Christ and the work of the Holy Spirit working in you it would seem hard not to be obedient 
if you're a child of God. 

     Throughout scripture we see the Apostle Paul making many different contrasts 
concerning obedience. On one occasion he contrasts the work of the law with the work of the 
Holy Spirit and another he contrasts the work of the flesh towards with the work of the Holy 
Spirit. His point is that obedience is a direct result of salvation and it is why one cannot 
distinguish Jesus as our savior from him being Lord.  He is the one we submit to and fully 
commit to. 

“Thank God! Once you were slaves of sin, but now you wholeheartedly 
obey this teaching we have given you.” (Romans 6:17, NLT)  
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     The grace that has been expressed in us being united with Christ is also expressed by 
enabling us to offer ourselves submissively and obediently to Jesus Christ. Truth be known 
we are slaves to something. For one it is sin under whatever guise of disobedience chosen 
and to another it is to Christ. The point is that we are slaves to what we obey. This means 
there is a counterfeit obedience.  One where bondage in disobedience often dresses up as 
freedom. Without the work of the Holy Spirit we are obedient slaves, but to a counterfeit 
God, a false mastery. 

     The point is that we commit to a life of obedience, but not any obedience, wholehearted 
obedience. This means the Spirit’s determination in us will be one of our will as well as our 
heart. It is an obedience given through the Spirit that reflects the primary obedience of 
Jesus. This means obedience is a gift and we have no right to take it as our own. Ultimately, 
this is what it means to be Holy or sanctified.  It is the Spirits work in you to re-master you 
toward a life of obedience.  Holiness is to be set apart for God. But it is only through being 
set apart for God that we can learn to be obedient to be released by God. There is no maturity 
into Christ without obedience and there is no leading of the Holy Spirit if one will not obey (1 
Peter 1:22). So what we find then is with the Holy Spirits unveiling on man we also the can 
know the lengths to which God has gone to require obedience. David Shepherd states: 

“The reward of obedience is the power to obey again.” 

     So our struggle within does not so much come from the pressures around us but in our 
lack of union with him. Having a deficiency of awareness in our relationship with him means 
we do not know what he has done and therefore, we do not know who we are because of it, 
and what to do. To know him is to know that Jesus was obedient first so that through the 
Spirit we can also be obedient.  This is truly imperative for us to understand.   

     If we lack understanding of what God has done then all we are left is a bunch of things a 
religion tells us to do. So we need to understand some pitfalls.  

1. If we make it simply just about faith in what God has done to offer grace then we are 
left with a “letting go and let God” attitude and we are not obliged to do anything at all, 
obedience is not required. We are left with a savior but not a king.  

2. If we make it about the works, then we can live for doing a bunch of tasks. The danger 
here is the motives that come through grace are not their and we burn out doing tasks 
without the correct heart, one that illuminates through the Holy Spirit obedience and 
faith towards works. We are then  left here with a king who is not savior. 
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     So where does this leave us in our understanding? What we do find is that we have a God 
who is both the giver of all commands and obedient to the very commands he gave.  
Therefore, it is not just faith and neither is it just obedience. It is faith and obedience. In 
Christ we have faith in God the Father and obedience to the commands of the Father that 
gave us the works of God.  This is why faith without works is dead.  Obedience is a direct 
result of faith and faith produces obedience towards the works of God. Peter understood the 
relationship between the product of Christ’s work that gave us the Holy Spirit and its 
relationship to obedience. 

“God the Father knew you and chose you long ago, and his Spirit has 
made you holy. As a result, you have obeyed him and have been cleansed 
by the blood of Jesus Christ…” (1 Peter 1:2, NLT)  

     The end result of grace and the sanctifying work of the Holy Spirit, which is the beginning 
salvation of man, is obedience. The only right response to the new covenant we have in 
Christ is obedience. Later Peter refers to those whom he is calling Christians as, “obedient 
children” and then John also writes, 

“And we can be sure that we know him if we obey his 
commandments.” (1 John 2:3, NLT)  

     Obedience has no attraction when it is outside of relationship. All it would be then is an 
intolerable imposition. However, what joy it is when it is implanted as the love of God and is 
our loving response to the living God. In that way we can understand when John says:  

“Those who obey in His commands abide in him and he in them (1 John 
3:24).”   
 
Obedience is living in relationship with Jesus. It is all about intimacy. 

“You are my friends if you do what I command.” (John 15:14, NLT)  

“If you love me, obey my commandments.” (John 14:15, NLT)  

     When in relationship obedience is not burdensome, not because of the demands of the 
commands are easy, but because of whom we delight in. Our affections, therefore, are a true 
measure of our obedience. 
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     So what shall we say concerning the Holy Spirit and obedience and the re-orientation of 
our lives.  The amazing power of salvation is that through Christ we are now temples of the 
Holy Spirit who allows us to live out our faith and his works.  The miracle of the Holy Spirit, 
for which there are many, is that when were dead to Christ in sin we could not be obedient to 
the command.  But now through the Holy Spirit we can be Christ like, and be obedient 
through love to things of God. We can live the spirit-filled life. 

 
Questions 
1. What does it mean to be born again? 

2. Why is man disobedient? 

3. If Jesus was obedient and the Holy Spirit was obedient what would be the natural outflow 
of a person who is saved? Why? 

4. What happens to our walk with God if we separate faith from works? 

 
Team Challenge 
A. This week lets do the Party.  

B. Finalize your plans and make it happen.  

A. Where are we at with the Party? Where? When? What is it? 

 
Contemplation 

“Those who obey in His commands abide in him and he in them (1 John 
3:24).”   

 
Obedience is living in relationship with Jesus. It is all about intimacy. 

“You are my friends if you do what I command.” (John 15:14, NLT)  

“If you love me, obey my commandments.” (John 14:15, NLT)  

“God the Father knew you and chose you long ago, and his Spirit has 
made you holy. As a result, you have obeyed him and have been cleansed 
by the blood of Jesus Christ…” (1 Peter 1:2, NLT) 
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“And we can be sure that we know him if we obey his 
commandments.” (1 John 2:3, NLT)  
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Chapter 8 

What are we because of the 
Good News? 
Understanding Freedom 

Think Tank: Before You Begin 

1. What is legalism? 

2. What is freedom? 

“If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, 
where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on 
things that are above, not on things that are on earth. For you have died, 
and your life is hidden with Christ in God.” (Colossians 3:1–3, ESV)  

 
Freedom? 
     Over the last several weeks you have journeyed through God’s big gospel. We have become 
humbly aware that God, who is fearfully just, is also equally compassionate, merciful, loving, 
and wise. In his wisdom he has revealed to us this wonderful plan of redemption.  God has 
gone to extraordinary lengths to redeem his lost and hurting children and rescue a fallen 
creation.   

     Sadly, his own creation has now come to a place within its human nature as to deny the 
very one who created everything.  So sinful are we that rarely do men seek the God who 
created them in his very own likeness and purposes.  Yes, we may seek out a religion, but the 
religion many times suites our needs and is not seeking His.  This just means as modern 
people we have created modern God’s for our own needs and purposes.  

     In our thinking doubt hasn’t led to discovery but denial. In our minds and hearts we have 
twisted our thinking to be a means to its own end. A 1000 years ago man created Gods by his 
hands using objects from within God’s creation.  For example man looked upon the sun for 
heat, to the crops for food, and their desire for fertility and then created gods of wood, silver, 
and gold and worshipped them.  The gods we created were gods of ones own personal 
affections. 
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     Today is not much different. Only the worship is different. Today we worship a variety of 
different things. Easily seen in our culture is the worship of earth, the environment, 
entertainment, celebrities, politics, and our own bodies.  These govern our thoughts, 
emotions, hearts, and much of our time.   

     Though we try to be autonomous our individualism has often isolated us to worlds of our 
own hands and a culture of our own making often undermining the very things that help free 
us.  Many times the very things we think will free us do not. 

“We hold these truths to be self evident, that all men are created equal, 
that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, 
that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.” 

     As you hopefully are aware these are the words from the Deceleration of Independence. It 
still speaks to the very question of our time.  “Where is freedom found?” 

   
The Gospel is Freedom 
     Despite the clutter and fog of all that is happening in our world and despite the constant 
barrage of distractions to keep us looking up and out towards our creator, the gospel shows 
us the lengths and depth God has gone to reveal himself to us. We need this good news 
because our prideful hearts have truly been an offense to the very character and nature of 
God.  We violate his laws in our very nature with no concern and mostly with no awareness.  
This has become so natural to us we assimilate mostly as lawbreakers. Many have lived 
seared to the things of God in their hearts and conscious, and it is evident in our world.   In 
fact, God in his mercy reveals who we really are before him in this way. He lets us see sin and 
its consequences everyday all around the world.  He lets us see the need in ourselves for 
goodness and truth that is not found in finite man.  

     Without the Gospel man can never know freedom.  The evidence is all around us.  Actions 
of man do not change unless man returns in his heart, mind, and body to image bearers of 
God. This means the heart of man has to be changed and man cannot do this in and of 
himself. For our sake God unleashed onto mankind the redemptive plan of salvation for lost 
wandering children who no longer knew their way back to their Father and for all of 
creation.  Christ has come to us perfect in his Godly nature and shown us what it is to be 
truly human.  Through his arrival perfection has come in obedience to God to do the will of 
God before the eyes, ears, and hearts of man.  Just as sin was demonstrated all over God’s 
creation now with the coming of Christ God’s kingdom could be seen and demonstrated. 
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     Jesus was the confirmation of God’s plan by his life  and by offering himself voluntarily on 
our behalf to take the wrath of God for all of mankind.  This was the event seen and felt in 
our world that could change everything.  

     Jesus the perfect God-man satisfies God’s justice and in doing so offers us perfect 
repentance. This repentance and selfless offering is the greatest demonstration of God’s love 
for man, for you. We can now come back to the Father in Christ.  God understood in order 
for us to live as we once did with him as image bearers we cannot just repent.  He knew he 
would have to re-create us.  Thus, in Christ we are born again. Jesus made a way that in him 
we can be re-made. Our old nature, the one hostile to trusting God and his ways, is now re-
created through Jesus to be like Jesus. In Christ we receive both repentance and the promise 
of the Father, the Holy Spirit.  

     God wanted to seal our hearts as his children and he did so through the work of  Jesus.  
Just as Jesus, in his early ministry, cleansed the temple we find that through the shedding of 
his blood on the cross that man’s body can now be a holy temple and dwelling place of the 
Holy Spirit.  Jesus atonement paved the way that through faith we can be people of presence 
as we once were in Eden  

     This cleansing made our bodies fit for him and a dwelling place of the Holy Spirit, which 
seals us as his. This Holy Spirit now enables us to function as God intended.  For without 
God’s spirit our nature cannot please God or be obedient to him.  However, with his Holy 
Spirit we are enabled and empowered to live a life obedient to the kingdom of God. Just as 
Jesus was obedient and the Holy Spirit was obedient to the Father we now through faith can 
live obedient through the guidance of the Holy Spirit.  The work God prepared beforehand in 
Christ has now become shared.  In it we find the refining of the Holy Spirit and the life of a 
true follower of Jesus. In it we become aware of his mission and call.  In it we find true 
freedom.  

     So where does that leave us now that we have been redeemed and filled with the Holy 
Spirit and have become new creations in Christ?    

 
Purchased  

"But he who is joined to the Lord becomes one spirit with him… Or do 
you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, 
whom you have from God? You are not your own, for you were bought 
with a price…" (1 Cor. 6: 17,19-20).  
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     In America individualism is so intrinsic in our culture that it has steeped its ugly head into 
God’s church.  Why make this statement? Because there are some things of God that can only 
be understood by those who have the spirit of God and are willing to be obedient to him.  The 
scripture above is one of those scriptures meant for those who have his spirit, his child .   

     When we understand the gospel and it’s implications we start to realize a very deep truth.  
“You are not your own.”  Let that sink in for a second becomes it is contrary to the American 
mindset and sometimes brings our pride bubbling to the service.  In fact, when I say, “You 
are not your own,” sometimes our first instinct is either to dismiss it outright or not believe it 
all. But the Spirit will testify to this truth because you are a child of God and you now can be 
obedient to this reality.  

     The fellowship you have in Christ is because you have been re-created into the motives 
and motivations of God.  We once were defective, but now through the Holy Spirit we can 
operate as we were intended.  The Spirit that is now a part of you has set you apart as God’s 
ambassador for the things of God.   In other words, you were not just saved from sin you 
were saved into the work of God.  This is why I can say that in God’s kingdom there are no 
converts just disciples.   

     Yet, our American middle class sensibilities often send us off in the wrong direction 
because intrinsic to us is our individualism.  In the kingdom we humbly and thankfully are 
aware of the length and wisdom God has gone to reach us and it changes us towards trusting 
His authority.  America autonomy is a counterfeit freedom which many times lead us right 
back to crowning ourselves as our own ultimate authority.  But are we truly free as God sees 
freedom? Let me share a story with you and you tell me in this story who is truly living in 
freedom.  

     In my office I have a photo. It was taken in 2002 in a hotel in the 
midst of a radical Muslim region. Two men are with me smiling for the 
camera. They are dressed simply in indigenous clothing. They had 
come secretly to my hotel after midnight to tell me their story. For 
security reasons I identify them only as S and Q. S was a handsome 
young man with a nicely trimmed black beard. His English consisted of 
saying, “Hi, my name is S.” So we spoke through a translator. S was 
raised in a very religious home. His grandfather was an imam. His 
father was an imam. Two of his brothers were imams. He memorized 
the entire Qur’an in Arabic even though that was not his native 
language. S became an imam, taught religion at a government school, 
and regularly led prayers at the neighborhood mosque. The teaching 
job gave S access to a library where he made a valuable discovery. 
Among the many books covering Islam were volumes about Hinduism, 
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Buddhism, and Christianity. Another imam, recognizing S’s hunger for 
knowledge, initiated a discussion about which religion is true. It soon 
became evident that this imam was a secret follower of Jesus Christ. 
After several conversations comparing Islam and Christianity, S was 
introduced to the New Testament. S began reading the Gospels and 
met the person of Jesus. “I realized that there is no one like Christ after 
God,” S explained. “Christ is the true revelation of God. In reality, He is 
God.” It had been two years since S had become a follower of Christ. He 
had given up serving as an imam and teacher of Islam so he was 
struggling to earn a living. To complicate matters, one of his brothers 
had learned of his conversion and vowed to kill him. So for the past two 
months S had lived in hiding. So what was he going to do? With a big 
grin my new friend announced “I want to be an imam for Jesus!” One 
of my colleagues met with S two-and-a-half years later and learned 
that he was now working covertly in a region where a fierce 
fundamentalist Muslim group was in charge. In the midst of radical 
Islam S initiated clever conversations to determine which individuals 
might be interested in learning about Jesus. He had led many to faith 
in Christ, including one of his brothers, and now made the rounds of 
several underground congregations that secretly met in homes. He had 
just married a woman fourteen years younger—she had been promised 
to him when she was just three. Patiently he had told her of Jesus, until 
she had come to faith. Two weeks after that meeting I received a phone 
call. S had been captured by Muslim fundamentalists. Despite our 
prayers, we never saw him again and we believe he died sharing his 
faith. He simply could not keep quiet about Jesus. Q was just as bold in 
working for Christ and the death of S did nothing to dampen his 
passion. He traveled the same route as S and took over care of those 
house churches. Like S he led people to Christ while narrowly evading 
a couple of attempts on his life. But after a few years, his “luck” ran out. 
Q was also captured and killed. I look every day at that photo and 
grieve the loss of these two dear brothers. But I also marvel at their 
example. You see, I am free to share Jesus with my neighbors. I can 
cross the street and knock on their doors. They may slam the door in 
my face, but I won’t be kidnapped or killed for talking about Jesus. Yet, 
how often do I go and talk to my neighbors about Jesus? Or were S and 
Q more free even though immersed in the culture of radical Islam, 
living under Sharia law, knowing people were eager to silence their 
witness? These two men spread the gospel in an area most of us would 
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consider impossible for any missionary work. Indeed, western 
missionaries cannot go into this particular region. Still these two men 
planted churches. I ask you, who was more free?  

                                                                                    - Insanity of Obedience  
  

     So I ask you who is more free?  If this story is a shock to the systems, as it was for me, it is 
only because of the truth we need to discover here.  Many times we are still holding on to 
“old man” desires not understanding the truth, “you are not your own.”  When we retreat in 
such a way we make everything about ourselves.  Therefore, instead of repenting towards 
God we retreat into feelings of failure and justification.  Despite the evidence  in our heart 
and the deep understanding that something in our world is just not right, we still see God’s 
authority as imposing and our own authority as freeing. Yet, it just isn’t true.  Maturity in 
Christ sees all things of God as worthy and freeing. 

     We have to understand that American independence, as wonderful as it is, is not the same 
as freedom in Christ.  We were called out of that kind of darkness which tells us or gives us 
the idea of being a failure. However, because we are being renewed by the Holy Spirit we 
need to understand what real success is in Christ.  It begins with obedience to God and that 
starts with really understanding that you are not your own.  If we refuse this truth we will not 
be of true kingdom value for the redemptive work of God.  At best you will be a religious 
stumbling block. Therefore, we need to understand that atonement is not just a purchase, it's 
an investment and Jesus awaits to see his return (Matthew 25:14-30).  You are not your 
own.  Freedom is found in Christ alone and obedience through the Holy Spirit. 

   
True Reality 
     At this point I want to make to reveal another truth concerning the Gospel that might help 
with you as you come to the realization that you are not your own.  The story we are living 
out and the message of the Gospel upon which we are studying is not an “idea” or a religious 
“philosophy”.  It is an awakening to true reality.   It is the lens from which we live and 
experience all things in time and space as new creations in Christ. 

      Genesis 1:1 states, “ In the beginning God.”  The story starts with God because everything 
not only starts with God but is about God. It does not start with us not does it end with us.  
The truth is that this is about God, His way, and His will.  Even Jesus told us to pray, “Your 
kingdom come and your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.”   
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      But this is good news that we are awakened by the power of the Gospel to this reality 
through being born again.   John 3:3 answers a very inquisitive Nicodemus’s question.  He in 
essence stated to Jesus that as religious leaders they knew Jesus was from God. But what he 
was really asking was how was it possible the religious leaders did not see what God is 
doing?  Jesus’ answer is very profound.  He says, “Unless you are born again (by the Spirit) 
you cannot see the kingdom of God.  The Spirit of God gives us the life giving power of God 
that turns on our spiritual eyes to what God is doing around us so that can “see” and again 
partner with him as the disciples did. However, if you are your own and deny God in such a 
way you will not and cannot truly see.  You may notice what you will call religious things 
happening like Nicodemus noticed, but you will never truly see because the kind of seeing 
Jesus speaks about starts in the heart before the eyes.  This was true for Nicodemus and it is 
true for us.  Many times as young immature Christians we are told, “God has a plan for your 
life.” This is a lie. The mature truth in Christ is that it is not so much about God’s plan for 
your life as it is about your life for God’s plan.  A life that could only be brought about by the 
Spirit of God through being born again.  Again, your life is not your own and the story you're 
walking in is God’s story.  This must sink in. God’s purposes are central and not ours.    

   
Authority 
     God created everything from nothing. He therefore, has always had ultimate authority 
over his creation. This means he owns the right to everything.  Some might not like this.  
Some may not even be aware, but it doesn’t make it any less true.  Only now through the 
enlightening of the Holy Spirit can we begin to understand this.  Therefore, we must believe 
that Christ is trustworthy and wise enough to take care of his own.  The work of Jesus that is 
sufficient for our salvation is more than sufficient enough for the needs of his children. I say 
this because even though, “You are not your own," doesn't mean you are just an object in 
God’s galactic chess match. Not even close.  Being born again means you are a precious child 
that He loves just as Good Father loves his children.   As a father if my child was lost for a 
day, or a month, or even years, I would be ecstatic if one day I heard the news that he was 
found.  Nothing else would matter. Only that my child was once lost but is now found. The 
love would be overwhelming. How much more is God’s love for you. So know if you can trust 
him for your salvation, you can trust him with your live.   

     Finally, let us be clear. The very grace given to us came with a price. We were atoned for.  
The hand that Jesus reached to pull me from death was bloody and pierced. Nevertheless, 
though it cost him everything to pay for our sins, let us not be so foolish not to understand 
that his same love is not being worked out in and through us. As the work of the Spirit 
sanctifies us it is so redemption may be brought to someone else through us.  Everything He 
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has  done for us He wants to do through us.  Saints are those both cleansed from sin and set 
apart for the works of God.  You are not your own.    

   
C.S Lewis said:  

 “Whether I am so to speak, the landlord of my mind and body, or only a 
tenant , responsible to the real landlord? If someone else made me for 
his own purposes, then I shall have a lot of duties which I should not 
have if I simply belonged to myself.”  

     In the Old Testament God told David to build a Temple.  It would be a dwelling place for 
God’s presence.  Solomon later built that Temple. Whose Temple was it?  Was it Israels or 
was it God’s?  We know that the temple was God’s.  In the same way, through Christ’s work 
he has made our bodies his temple.  A Holy dwelling place for his Spirit.  The temple belongs 
to God.  Jesus purchases this temple when he gave himself up as a ransom on our behalf.  Let 
us never forget what he has done. Let us humbly be aware of our new freedoms found in 
Jesus. Let us be mature in our understanding that the good news is we realize we are not our 
own.  Now we can begin living the life God has purposed in us.  Remember you are not 
your own.  

     Finally, concerning freedom I want you to consider that restriction does not mean lack of 
freedom.  When I was younger my parents set restrictions for me such as what time I am to 
be home, dating, not to use drugs, and grades.  I had obligations towards helping around the 
house and towards family and there were consequences for my actions when I departed from 
their expectations.  

My parents didn’t give boundaries because they were evil or they didn’t understand or 
because they hated me.  In fact, it was the opposite. They set restrictions because they 
understood what is out there and the consequences of poor decisions. They did it because 
they care and because they love me.  In the same way, the focus of an intentional follower of 
Jesus isn’t focused on the restrictions that might be there to protect us, but rather on the 
freedoms we have to go and do what we are called to do in Christ. In him we have freedom 
and opportunity to be as he intended, to come along side of him, and to live a life as he 
intended.  We must understand and trust that freedom in Christ is always better. Jesus is the 
better.  You are not your own but you were bought in love, mercy, and grace that was 
demonstrated in Christ. So now that these truth of the gospel are evident, how now will you 
live? What will you live for?     

Page !62



Things You Should Know

 
Team Challenge 
A. You did it you it.  After class plan to go celebrate and go hang out and have a meal.  Make 

this a priority.  Congratulations. 
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