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Truth 
Quick Talk 
““Everyone who hears these words of mine and does them is like a wise man who built his 
house on rock. The rain fell, the flood came, and the winds beat against that house, but it did 
not collapse because it had been founded on rock. Everyone who hears these words of mine 
and does not do them is like a foolish man who built his house on sand. The rain fell, the 
flood came, and the winds beat against that house, and it collapsed; it was utterly 
destroyed!”” (Matthew 7:24–27, NET) 

Truth vs. Self-Interest 
“Then Pilate said, “So you are a king!” Jesus replied, “You say that I am a king. For this reason, 
I was born, and for this reason, I came into the world—to testify to the truth. Everyone who 
belongs to the truth listens to my voice.” Pilate asked, “What is truth?” (John 18:37–38, NET) 

G.K. Chesterton said, “When Man ceases to worship God he 
doesn't worship nothing, but worships everything.”  If an ultimate truth 
does not guide the foundation of our hearts, then all we have left is self. If 
our life revolves around our "self," then everything we do will be nothing 
more than relative.  We will find ourselves, our identity, in the things of 
the world.  

When self-interest rules our hearts, it has a profound impact on the 
behavior and identity, and it affects how we treat our fellow brothers and 
sisters.  Without the existence of moral truth, we have no obligations 
towards one another and no responsibility of self-sacrifice towards 
anyone. Instead, we can discard people when they become troublesome. 
If there is no truth, nothing has transcendent value including people. 

Biblically, this tension is seen as Jesus approaches the cross and is 
handed over to Pilate.  From Pilate perspective, he is thrown in the middle 
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of a hotbed of relativism and self-interest all the while face to face with 
ultimate truth in Jesus.  

The three main groups in play who have their own self-interests in 
mind are the Roman Government, the Zealots, and the Pharisees and 
Sadducees. These groups have mistakenly put their own self-interest 
before their quest for truth.  Thus, truth to them is blindly relative to their 
agenda weighed in contrast to political pressure, plans, position, and 
ambition. 

However, this is polar opposite to the motives of Jesus.  Jesus is the 
antithesis to their selfish agenda. Jesus, who is the truth,  has put on 
himself the moral obligation of love for his Father’s lost children. That 
commitment led not to his self-interests but self-sacrifice.  Jesus 
understood the transcendent nature of his Father, God. Thus, even as he 
stood in the middle of these three groups, whose values at the core had 
abandoned truth for the enslavement of their relativity, Jesus was willing 
to sacrifice himself for them because he viewed them as valuable.  The 
contrast here is one of the right motives. Jesus was guided and directed 
by the objective reality of God and was directed even to his submission. 
Pilate and the surrounding groups were guided by everything relative to 
their violation. 

The Zealots, the leaders of Israel, and Pilat, who represented Rome 
show us that when the truth is not the foundation of our identity, then we 
reduce people down to the status of just a means to an end.  Any 
justification of our self-interest over truth and others will only punctuate 
that persons self-interest as evil. In Jesus’s case, the value of people was 
the Father’s interest, and he was willing to pay the price as their 
justification for their behavior. For this reason, Jesus came as the truth. 
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Through his mission, the greater reward was the installation of guidance 
through the Spirit in mankind. Whereas Pilate, bogged down and 
enslaved by the pressures of self-interest, when confronted by Jesus had 
no idea of truth. This left him with no real guiding principle and to answer 
Jesus by saying, “Truth, What is truth?” 

Guiding Voices 
“The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are folly to him, 
and he is not able to understand them because they are spiritually discerned.” (1 Corinthians 
2:14, ESV) 

When God is not the center of our heart and the foundational 
motivation of our identity then the “truth” becomes poisoned by other 
subjective realities.  

Consider the people groups in this story.  For example, Barabbas 
was a Zealot. The Zealots were motivated by wanting to overthrow the 
foreign Roman Government, who had taken their land, out of Israel.  This 
possessed their heart, and so it drove the motives of their life. This is how 
Barabbas was caught by Rome.  

Secondly, the Jewish authorities led by Caiaphas. He was a High 
Priest and a member of a group of rulers, elders, and experts of Israel’s 
law. Though the Roman Government occupied the Israelites, they gave 
these leaders some political "say so" for the sake of peace. However, 
when Jesus entered Jerusalem (Jn 12), they began to see his popularity 
among the people in comparison.  They reasoned they must do 
something about him.  “Look, the whole world has gone after him!” they 
exclaimed, as Jesus came into the city. They were afraid to lose their 
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position among the people and before Rome because of their own 
insecurities and what they saw Jesus enter Jerusalem.  They lived for 
position and party and thus found themselves in the middle of everything 
Rome and Israel. 

Last of all that leaves us with Pilate. Pilate was a profoundly 
influential and powerful Prefect of Rome.  His job was desired from those 
under him driven by ambition.  Thus, his obligation towards Caesar to 
keep the peace was forefront in his self-interest. With the collision of 
these groups all surrounding Jesus’s trial all before him, truth took the 
back seat to the subjectivity and volition (will) of each of these groups.   

The motives of each group are now front and center and before us 
as readers.  Each group thinks they are right. Each group thinks they 
know more than the others. Some of these groups even feel they are 
doing God's will. When the God's truth is not our foundation of our 
hearts, other wants and desire discombulate clarity, and we walk a 
different path. 

If the truth isn’t at the core of us speaking to our hearts, the cultural 
identities we take on raise their voices.  In this case, their voices rang 
loud, “Crucify him, Crucify him!” It seems worthy to notice that these 
voices are always against God even when they do not realize it. 

Killing Truth 
“The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are folly to him, 
and he is not able to understand them because they are spiritually discerned.” (1 Corinthians 
2:14, ESV) 

The issue before is is one of subjectivity. Allowing subjective things 
to rule over us makes objective truth blurry and hard to see. Like all 

Things You Should Live, Page �7



John Pappas 
 November 23, 2017

obstacles, subjectivity makes clarity much harder.  In Pilates case, though 
the truth is revealed to him in Jesus, it is concealed by other subjective 
realities. It is why Jesus says, “Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to 
my voice.”  Jesus always confronts us with the narrow, yet profound reality 
of himself, the ultimate truth.  This truth always confronts the subjective 
areas in our lives and points us where to go.  It is not so much a choice as 
it is a revelation.  However, just like Pilate, because our hearts are focused 
on self-interests we fail to see the revelation before us and pursue our 
volition. 

It is here we find that truth and lordship go hand. Jesus as the truth 
should bend our knee willingly.  If it doesn’t emotions, self-interest, and 
cultural impositions will force our hand and our path.  In Pilates case, he is 
his own Lord, and he chooses to kill the truth, Jesus.   

Pilate lives out his own truth. But isn’t it interesting that most of 
these groups who keep their self-interest first, always have to kill off 
ultimate truth for them to maintain their own “freedom”? Therein is the lie.  
First, if the truth is “the” truth, then it cannot be killed off, it will stand for 
all eternity.  Interestingly enough, that is exactly what happened.  Jesus 
rose from the dead.   

Secondly, there is the lie that killing off truth will lead to personal 
freedom.  Each of these groups who lived for some other truth, who 
choose some other higher principle to stand on none of them exist today.  

This is the problem with relativism and subjectivity. It masquerades 
as freedom, but it was the thing that ultimately was killed. It was the thing 
that enslaved them and made them blind to the deepest revelation of 
God in all of history, Jesus. Their supposed truth that they stood on was 
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relative, and ultimately it became insignificant, meaningless, and 
forgotten. 

No matter what anyone claims, there is at the very least, some sort 
of truth that governs their hearts and motives. It depends on the source 
of that truth whether it frees us or enslaves us, whether it will be 
purposeful or insignificant, whether it will be meaningful and valuable 
and what the consequences will be. This is why it is important to 
understand what and who guides your heart.  Thus the question is now 
posed to us. What is the foundational truth of your life? Is God's truth 
driving your motives or is it relative and ultimately insignificant?“ 

Jesus replied, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except 
through me.” (John 14:6, NET) 

How Then Should We Live? 
Read the following Story and answer the questions afterwords? 

“Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through it. Now a man named Zacchaeus was there; 
he was a chief tax collector and was rich. He was trying to get a look at Jesus, but being a 
short man he could not see over the crowd.So he ran on ahead and climbed up into a 
sycamore tree to see him, because Jesus was going to pass that way. And when Jesus came 
to that place, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, come down quickly, because I must 
stay at your house today.”So he came down quickly and welcomed Jesus joyfully.And when 
the people saw it, they all complained, “He has gone in to be the guest of a man who is a 
sinner.”But Zacchaeus stopped and said to the Lord, “Look, Lord, half of my possessions I 
now give to the poor, and if I have cheated anyone of anything, I am paying back four times 
as much!” Then Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this household, because he 
too is a son of Abraham!For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.”” (Luke 19:1–
10, NET) 

Questions: 
1. How does the Narrator see Zacchaeus? 
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2. How do the people see Zacchaeus? 

3. How does Zacchaeus see himself? 

4. How does the way  Zacchaeus view himself affect his relationship with his peers? How 
about with God? 

5. What is the “Good News” to Zacchaeus?  

6. How does Jesus see Zacchaeus?  

7. Why didn’t the religious people, Zacchaeus’s neighbors, try and reach him for God? 

8. What is the motivation of Jesus? 

9. Are there any traits in your life like Zacchaeus? if so list them. 

10. Are your motives and Jesus’ the same? 

11. What truth do you live for and does truth live through you? 

Prayer Verse 
“A good tree is not able to bear bad fruit, nor a bad tree to bear good fruit. Every tree that 
does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. So then, you will recognize 
them by their fruit.” (Matthew 7:18–20, NET) 
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Identities 
Quick Talk 
“For who among men knows the things of a man except the man’s spirit within him? So too, 
no one knows the things of God except the Spirit of God. Now we have not received the 
spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, so that we may know the things that are 
freely given to us by God.” (1 Corinthians 2:11–12, NET) 

Introduction 
In every culture and every generation, there is an imposition on its 

members of a process of identity.  It happens without being blatantly 
stated, but it each age imposes on its people a particular identity 
formation process. 

Jesus followers want to be more Christ-like.  However, what often 
happens is that with our left hand we cling to our Bibles while in our right 
we let culture shape our identity.  The Gospel may be bouncing around in 
our heads, but we get our identity from our cultural script down in our 
hearts. A Christian isn’t just to believe in a religion, but to allow the 
Gospel to short circuit false identities and the modern identities it 
imposes. It is only when we stop allowing ourselves to be pulled into 
modern identities can we become like Christ. 

“…the truth is in Jesus. You were taught with reference to your former way of life to lay aside 
the old man who is being corrupted in accordance with deceitful desires, to be renewed in 
the spirit of your mind, and to put on the new man who has been created in God’s image—in 
righteousness and holiness that comes from truth.” (Ephesians 4:21–24, NET) 

Here Paul is talking about the old self, the one whose identity is 
corrupted, as opposed to the new self, the one birthed out of the Gospel.  
It suggests that because of our sinful nature we are always being pulled 
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back into old identities of the modern culture. It is asking us to believe 
the Gospel and] put our trust (faith) in Jesus.  What it means to grow in 
Christ is we need live from our identity given in Christ. This new Christian 
identity gives us the resources we need for a complete identity. It gives us 
a sense of worth, meaning, and purpose. It is far less fragile and 
problematic than the imposition of modern cultural identities. 

What is Identity? 
What is an Identity? An identity is a sense of self and sense of worth. 

It is one's core trust and the source of value and recognition. There is a 
core trust, which is what you most fundamentally trust and live for. 
However, there is also within the core of us the source of recognition and 
worth.  

The questions then are who gets to say your valuable? Who do you 
look for recognition? Who gets to say that you're doing your purpose in 
life? If you say, “My purpose in life is to reach this common good.” Who 
gets to tell you if you are reaching that good or not? Another way to put it 
is this: Your identity is whoever you look to for your security and your 
significance. For example, if you work and have an impressive career. If 
the primary source of your security and your primary purpose in life is to 
have a good job and your central sense of significance and your sense of 
value is that you are successful in your career, then you do not just work, 
but your work is your identity. Whatever is your “ultimate trust” that is 
your identity. 

History of Identities 
What is the modern Identity? Charles Taylor, a Canadian 

Philosopher, wrote a book called the Sources of Self: The Making of a 
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Modern Identity. It is the foremost authority on the topic. He discusses 
traditional and modern identities. 

Traditional Identity 
A Traditional Identity is described in ancient times as someones 

who believed the highest good was honor. Honor was defined as 
sacrificing your individual happiness and self-interests for the good of the 
clan, tribe, or for the family.  

There were two forms of honor. The masculine form was to die, or at 
least be willing to die in battle to defend your people. The feminine form 
was to have a lot of children to continue your people. In both cases, men 
and woman were doing what was right for their clan, their family, and for 
the betterment of the people. In this traditional view, identity came 
externally from one's self. They would sacrifice there personal feelings, 
interests, and desires for this type of honor. 

As time progressed to the time of Aristotle, Plato, and Confucius 
each came to believe that there was some sort of cosmic order. Not so 
much a God, but they recognized moral absolutes were out there. 
Therefore, the idea of a transcendent universe began to emerge. To these 
men and in this culture the highest good meant to know these moral 
absolutes and then to align your life with them. The expectation and even 
cultural imposition were to lead a life of justice, prudence, temperance, 
and courage and so on.  In this case, the cultural expectation was that the 
good is outside of you and it was up to you to stifle whatever was 
happening inside of you and align yourself with the virtues outside.  

Validation came, especially in Greek and Roman society, when your 
family or sects within society validated you. For example, if you were a 
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great philosopher, you were allowed into the society of Philosophers. If 
you were a good enough warrior, you were allowed into the society of 
warriors and so on. In other words, it was the higher society that told you 
whether you were a success or a failure, a good person or bad person. 
They were the decisive validators. You didn’t validate yourself you had to 
earn that validity. Ancient identities were external. But it is essential for us 
to recognize today to contrast with our modern identities. 

Modern Identity 
 During the 1600’s people like Descartes and Locke came to the 

forefront. These thinkers still believed there was a morality outside of 
ourselves but what changed was the idea that we don’t go to the external 
things (Parents, Sects, the Bible) to find ethics and morality.  Instead, one 
must rely on their reasoning and not allow anyone else to tell you what 
morality or absolutes are. You determine them. 

The second stage in the shaping of modern identity was the period 
of romanticism.  Théodore Rousseau, in particular, was a key figure.  What 
this era produced was the philosophy that it is not our reason from which 
we process identity.  Romanticism emphasized emotion and 
individualism. Science and reason gave way to the heart and artistic 
expression. Therefore, inner expression and contemplation were how you 
found who you were, what is good, and how to live. Notice, even the 
romantics would acknowledge that the good is outside you, but believed 
one has to go deep into their heart to find out what that is. 

Finally, Taylor says that as we move towards the twentieth century 
came the idea that there are no moral absolutes. By the time of the 
twentieth-century men were saying that all moral values were either 
socially constructed by culture or possibly the product of evolution. The 
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idea was that there is nothing outside of us that we need to connect with 
to be good or feel like a good person.  One only needs to look inside 
and decide for themselves what is right or wrong and what is a good 
person. Only you can validate yourself and recognize if you live up to 
those values. No one else gets to decide or even judge if you are a good 
person or no based on what you say you are and do.  

So What? 
Taylor says, “We have gone from outward to inward."  He reminds 

us, "Traditional identity is outward where you sacrifice your individual 
happiness and feelings for something outside yourself. You are a good 
person if you get recognized by family, peers, and or society. Modern 
Identities are entirely inward. You not only go within to discover the good, 
but you determine what good is.  Only you can decide what is right or 
wrong for you. In essence, we have moved from duties to desires. 

Think of from a perspective of an argument. In the traditional 
model, you leave your parents, and you go to the outside world and 
sacrifice. Later, you come back to your house and ponder it in your own 
heart. You argue within, in your inner self, and think to yourself this is hard 
but I know I have to do it.  

In modern identities, the argument happens outside. You go inside 
and figure out who you are going to be, and then you go outside and 
demand that everybody recognizes who you decide you are. You 
demand that the outside world has to accept you the way you have 
defined yourself. 

With the traditional identity, people recognized something greater 
outside themselves. Thus, a disagreement could take place.  In modern 
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culture, they look to themselves for value and recognition. Thus, if you 
disagree it is not based on argument. It becomes an attack on that 
person's identity. 

Cultural imposition 
Each age imposes its identities on us whether we want it or not. For 

the sake of time let us look at one example taken from modern cultures 
biggest outlet for cultural imposition, entertainment. 

When Elsa, in the movie Frozen, sings her big song, "Let it Go!" it 
literally imposes on the listener the identity of the culture in moderns 
times. She sings: 

Don't let them in, 
don't let them see 
Be the good girl you always have to be 
Conceal, don't feel, 
don't let them know 
Well now they know… 

Let it go, let it go… 

It's time to see what I can do 
To test the limits and break through 
No right, no wrong, no rules for me, 
I'm free!  

It is at this moment in the movie when she goes from a traditional 
identity to a modern identity, and of course, it is celebrated. 

Conclusion 
Modern Identities are fragile because they ultimate values and 

validation come from yourself. Thus, if someone doesn’t agree with you it 
means they are not being validated.  

Modern Identity can be crushing. Where traditional identity is about 
fitting in, modern identity is about standing out and being recognized. It 
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is about how brilliant you are, how beautiful you are, how fit you are, how 
many likes you have and so on.  You don’t let anyone tell you who you 
are.  You tell you who you are, and then you go out and try to realize it in 
the world. The pressure you put one yourself is crushing.  

Modern Identities are fragmenting. This is because modern 
identities are individualistic. Individualism means all relationships are 
there to help you fulfill who you are, your identity, and if they don't you 
get to walk away. Thus, there is no such thing as a covenantal relationship 
anymore. Modern identity would never sacrifice one's happiness for their 
spouse, children, church, community or the greater good. In turn, modern 
identity is causing fragmentation. 

There are many obvious problems with identities in our modern 
world. However, the biggest problem is that they are a lie. Modern man 
under the guise of freedom rejects values and validation from anywhere 
else but inside ones heart.  In a sense, he rejects the notion of value, 
meaning, and purpose and then connives these very things in his own 
heart for the sake of being his won person. The lie is that he is not really 
finding these things in his heart but rather has been enslaved by the 
imposition of the identities perpetuated by the cultural.  The lie of these 
modern identities is that it isn’t you deciding, it someone or something 
else deciding. 

As we ponder the imposition of cultural identity and comes to 
terms with it.  We have to ask ourselves if there is a better way. Could it be 
that that God came to us in Christ to give us the power to truly be free 
and not fall subject to lies such as these? 

Jesus replied, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except 
through me.” (John 14:6, NET) 
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How Then Should We Live? 
Read the following Story and answer the questions afterwords? 

“From that time on Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and 
suffer many things at the hands of the elders, chief priests, and experts in the law, and be 
killed, and on the third day be raised. So Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him: 
“God forbid, Lord! This must not happen to you!” But he turned and said to Peter, “Get 
behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me, because you are not setting your mind 
on God’s interests, but on man’s.”Then Jesus said to his disciples, “If anyone wants to 
become my follower, he must deny himself, take up his cross, and follow me. For whoever 
wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. For what 
does it benefit a person if he gains the whole world but forfeits his life? Or what can a person 
give in exchange for his life?” (Matthew 16:21–26, NET) 

Questions: 
1. What does Peter concern tell us about ourselves, our identities? 

2. What do you think Peter’s  underlying agenda is? Do you think he understand what the 
Messiah truly means? 

3. To follow God why must we “deny ourself?” 

4. What does it mean to pick up your cross? 

5. What do you think Jesus means that in order to “save our lives we must loose it?” 

6. What do questions 3-5 have to do with identity? 

7. Jesus says, “For what does it benefit a person if he gains the whole world but forfeits his 
life? What can a person give in exchange for his life?” What does he mean by this? 

8. List ways our cultural identities get in the way of what Jesus is telling us brings life? 

Prayer Verse 
Then Jesus said to his disciples, “If anyone wants to become my follower, he must deny 
himself, take up his cross, and follow me. For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but 
whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. For what does it benefit a person if he gains the 
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whole world but forfeits his life? Or what can a person give in exchange for his life? (Matthew 
16:24-26) 
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Religion vs. 
Irreligion 

Quick Talk 
“And each one departed to his own house. But Jesus went to the Mount of Olives.Early in the 
morning he came to the temple courts again. All the people came to him, and he sat down 
and began to teach them. The experts in the law and the Pharisees brought a woman who 
had been caught committing adultery. They made her stand in front of them and said to 
Jesus, “Teacher, this woman was caught in the very act of adultery. In the law Moses 
commanded us to stone to death such women. What then do you say?” (Now they were 
asking this in an attempt to trap him, so that they could bring charges against him.) Jesus 
bent down and wrote on the ground with his finger.When they persisted in asking him, he 
stood up straight and replied, “Whoever among you is guiltless may be the first to throw a 
stone at her.” Then he bent over again and wrote on the ground. Now when they heard this, 
they began to drift away one at a time, starting with the older ones, until Jesus was left alone 
with the woman standing before him. Jesus stood up straight and said to her, “Woman, where 
are they? Did no one condemn you?” She replied, “No one, Lord.” And Jesus said, “I do not 
condemn you either. Go, and from now on do not sin any more.”” (John 7:53–8:11, NET) 

Review 
If we remember from the last week, identity is where we place our 

core value, our worth, and trust as well as where we look for recognition. 
We recognized that there are two non-christian identities that are 
imposed through culture in each age. First is the traditional identity and 
second is the modern identity. 

Traditional identity is outside in. You look outside of yourself to find 
some higher good and sacrifice your inner wants and desires for that. In 
essence, you align your inside with the outside good, looking for 
recognition from the tribe, community, or your family. 
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Modern Identity is precisely the opposite. It is not outside in; it is 
inside out. You internalize life, and you decide what is right or wrong for 
you and what is good for you. Then you go to the outside world and 
demand from society that they recognize you for who you are.  

Every culture tries to impose its identity on its people. There is 
another identity we must look at before we move forward. Within God’s 
church, there is a culture, that is often there imposed also. In this lesson, 
we are going to assess the cultural identity of religion from the 
perspective of Jesus. 

The Tale of Two Sons 
Let’s look at the Parable in Luke 15:1-3, 11-32. 

To grasp this parable, we have to understand who Jesus is 
addressing. First, there was the “tax collectors and sinners”. These people 
correspond to the younger brother in this story. They would also have 
more of a “modern identity.” 

The second group was the “Pharisees and the teachers of the law,” 
who represented the elder brother. They, of course, held to a traditional 
identity and upbringing. These were regular worshippers and readers of 
God’s word. 

So to whom is this parable directed? We shall see it is directed to 
the second group. The parable takes an extended look at the elder 
brother and climaxes with a powerful plea for him to change his heart. 
The target of his story is not so much the “wayward sinner” but the 
religious people who do everything the Bible requires.  Jesus, in a sense, 
is pleading not with the immoral outsider, but with the moral insiders. 
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Their piety, self-righteousness, and narrowness of mind are not only 
destroying their soul but everyone around them. 

Jesus is saying that both the religious and the irreligious are 
spiritually lost.  He is pointing out that both life paths are dead ends and 
that what each group thought about God has been wrong.  Before we 
can even understand Gospel Identity, we must probe our own heart, and 
ask if we think our thoughts and ways concerning who we are and God 
are right? 

A quick glance at Jesus will tell us how close our hearts are to his. 
Jesus was neither on the side of the younger son or the elder son he was 
friends of both. Jesus’s motivation was his Father heart for the Lost. Jesus 
was on mission. 

The Two Sons: The Younger Son 
The first son, the younger son, came to the Father and asked him to 

give him a portion of inheritance before he died.  He wanted his money 
now. In this culture, this would have been the ultimate act of disrespect.  
To ask this while the Father was alive was equivalent to wishing him dead. 
He was blatantly saying that his relationship with his Father has been a 
means to an end of enjoying his wealth and now “I want what is mine.” 
For the Father to do this, he would have to give away his land and portion 
of his standing in the community so the younger brother could have his 
wealth. Amazingly, the father agrees. 

So why does the younger brother need his money now? What is the 
plan? He devised in his heart that he would go off and find himself. 
Scripture tells us that “the younger son gathered together all he had and 
left on a journey to a distant country, and there he squandered his wealth 
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with a wild lifestyle. (Luke 15:13, NET)” But after a severe famine arose the 
younger son could no longer make it on his own because of how he 
lived. So he devised another plan. This time he decides to return home, 
admit what he did was wrong with the understanding that he forfeit his 
right to be his father's son. With the realization of how he treated his 
father he had rationalized that it would only be fair for him to come back 
home if he was “to be like a hired hand.” He knew he had disgraced the 
honor of his father and the community around him would treat him as if 
he was “dead to them.” 

Starving and hungry the younger son was emotional. So he sets out 
back to the father with this second plan in his heart. As he is still a great 
distance from his fathers land, the father sees him approaching in the 
distance. It is here the younger son gets emotional as he see’s his father 
beginning to run to him to hug and kiss him. “Then his son said to him, 
‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you; I am no longer 
worthy to be called your son.’ (Luke 15:21, NET)” 

The father does not condemn him but instead welcomes openly 
and joyfully. He calls for new clothes, new jewelry, and new shoes to be 
placed on him. Indeed, the father joy is so great he calls the hired men to 
roast a calf, and they throw a party. 

This shows us that there is not a thing we can do that the father will 
not forgive. There is always room at the Father’s feast of salvation.  This 
story has been called the “prodigal son” in the past. Prodigal means were 
wasteful or reckless. The younger son was prodigal in his lifestyle and 
how he treated the ones who loved him.  But the story should be called 
the “Prodigal God.” Because here the father recklessly lavishes this 
repentant boy with grace. He pounces his son with love, and gifts even 
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before he has a chance to completely clean up his heart. We can learn 
that nothing but abject contrition, merits the favor of God. The love of the 
Father and the acceptance of the Father is absolutely free. 

How beautiful a message if the story would have ended there, but it 
didn’t. While this part of the story shows us the freeness of God’s grace in 
the next section, the "elder son” shows us the costliness of that grace and 
the climax of the story. 

The Two Sons: The Elder Son 
When the elder brother hears from the servant that, the younger 

brother returned and had been reinstated by his father, he is furious. Now 
it is his turn to approach and ultimately disgrace the Father. In protest, he 
refuses to go to the most significant feast the Father has ever put on. In 
fact, he sits outside and publicly protests his father's actions. The elder 
sons tantrum is so bad it forces the father to leave his own feast and 
address the elder son.  The father pleads with the elder son to come into 
the feast with him, but the elder son refuses. Why? 

The elder son is especially upset about the cost of all that has 
happened and now this party.  In his mind, the younger brother gets his 
inheritance, burns through it recklessly, comes back home after 
dishonoring the name of the family, only for the father, at significant cost, 
to be given an enormous feast. All of this takes away from the elder 
brothers future inheritance. He is so disturbed by this he says, “‘Look! 
These many years I have worked like a slave for you, and I never 
disobeyed your commands. You never gave me even a goat so that I 
could celebrate with my friends! But when this son of yours came back, 
who has devoured your assets with prostitutes, you killed the fattened 
calf for him!’ (Luke 15:29–30, NET)” 
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By the Father bringing back the younger son into the family, he 
made him eligible for an heir again. This is unconscionable to the elder 
brother. The protest by the elder son is telling the father that you have no 
right to make this decision without me. 

How does the Father respond to such outrageous behavior? “Then 
the father said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and everything that 
belongs to me is yours. It was appropriate to celebrate and be glad, for 
your brother was dead, and is alive; he was lost and is found.’ ” (Luke 
15:31–32, NET) 

Redefining Sin 
There are two ways people try to please the Father that Jesus shows 

acts as a way people try to find happiness and fulfillment: the way of 
moral conformity and the way of self-discovery. These ways are not just 
choices we make be paradigms for how we see the world. 

So what Jesus is teaching? Neither son loved the father for himself. 
They both were using the father for their own self-centered ends rather 
than loving, enjoying, and serving him for his own sake. “This means that 
you can rebel against God and be alienated from him either by breaking 
his rules or by keeping all of them diligently.” It’s a shocking message: 
Careful obedience to God’s law may serve as a strategy for rebelling 
against God. 

Many people live moral lives, but they do so to gain Godly 
leverage, to control him, to get a favor, to put him in a position where 
they think he owes them. Jesus, in this view, may be your helper but he is 
not your savior.   
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Elder brothers obey God to get things. They do not follow God to 
get God himself.  They are avoiding the Father as much as the younger 
brother who chooses to define what is right and wrong for himself. 

Here, then, is Jesus’s radical redefinition of what is wrong with us. 
Nearly everyone defines sin as breaking a list of rules. Jesus, though, 
shows us that sin is not just breaking the rules, it is putting yourself in 
place of God as savior, lord, and judge. Each son sought to displace the 
authority of the father in his own life. 

Jesus’s message, which is “the gospel,” is an entirely different 
spirituality. The gospel of Jesus is not religion or irreligion, morality or 
immorality, moralism or relativism, conservatism or liberalism. The gospel 
is distinct from the other two approaches: In its view, everyone is wrong, 
everyone is loved, and everyone is called to recognize this and change. 
By contrast, elder brothers divide the world in two: “The good people 
(like us) are in and the bad people, who are the real problem with the 
world, are out.” Younger brothers, even if they don’t believe in God at all, 
do the same thing, saying: “No, the open-minded and tolerant people 
are in and the bigoted, narrow-minded people, who are the real problem 
with the world, are out.” But Jesus says: “The humble are in, and the 
proud are out” (see Luke 18: 14). 

The truth we have to realize is that God's grace us to grateful and 
should motivate our lives.  He aren't better the pagans we are just saved 
by the grace of God.  Pride causes judgment, rather than engagement, 
self-interest rather than obedience, and blindness instead of willingness.  
Do you see the younger brother or elder in your life and actions?  What 
motivates who you are? The younger and elder brother both used the 
Father to get what they want.  They wanted the reward but not the Father.  
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Do you think you are like that? This is the difference from living from a 
cultural identity and a Godly identity. 
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Gospel Identity 
Quick Talk 
“Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. After he 
fasted forty days and forty nights he was famished. The tempter came and said to him, “If you 
are the Son of God, command these stones to become bread.”” (Matthew 4:1–3, NET) 

AND

““For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, 
knowing good and evil.”” (Genesis 3:5, TNIV) 

Introduction 
The best indication of an individuals philosophy is not the truth believed, but the truth they 
live. It is not what is said it is what they live. That is their deepest truth.   

~ Marcus Aurelios 

The first chapter recognized that our life must be based an ultimate 
truth by which we view the world. In our case, it is the truth of Jesus.  
Worldview and philosophies are a strange thing. They reveal a more 
profound reality we need to understand as we walk towards an 
understanding of Gospel Identity.  

We have looked at this in some depth the last few chapters as we 
looked at cultural identities: traditional, modern, and religious. Through 
them we see that in every culture, throughout the ages, they have tried to 
explain why humans and human life is the way that it is, recognizing and 
ultimately admitting that it is in fact broken.  
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Jesus is the truth because he was the message lived. He didn’t 
bring a message he is the Gospel. He is the reality of ultimate truth lived 
out before this world. The fact we killed him doesn’t invalidate this truth, 
but punctuates our brokenness. People will kill, dismiss, and try to 
disqualify this truth to simply live for the smaller desires of self. They will 
do so all the while believing the importance of the lie they created.  In 
essence, the more we move toward self, the more shackled we are to 
brokenness.  The kicker is that when you dismiss the truth of God over, in. 
and through your life, the world and its philosophies lead you right back 
to where you started. You are left with nothing more than the brokenness 
of self in a fallen world. 

Ultimately we all have to face our own thoughts, our own heart, and 
our own walk. All of these reflect the truth we actually believe in heart.  
We simply do who we are. Jesus did not fulfill a bunch of tasks to please 
his father when he brought the Good News. No, he literally walked out 
who he was. He was the good news.  From his being came his doing.  
Thus, we have to confront our own identity and ask who or what informs 
what I do? Cultural identities create fragmentation in us and in 
communities, but Gospel identity gives a holistic worldview and identity. 

Truth is like the lens in your eye. Through it you see everything else, 
yet you never actually see the lens.  What is your lens? What is the 
ultimate truth by which you see everything else? Is Jesus your ultimate 
truth?  If so then a Gospel Identity will be the greatest journey with God 
you have ever know.  The Gospel will always reveal all areas of unbelief 
and this means it will expose all lies in our heart.  However, it also will 
always align and draw you right towards the will and heart of God. All it 
asks of us is to believe it. 
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Understanding Gospel Identity 
“Once upon a time there was a gardener who grew an enormous 

carrot. He took it to his king and said, “My lord, this is the greatest carrot 
I’ve ever grown or ever will grow; therefore, I want to present it to you as 
a token of my love and respect for you.” The king was touched and 
discerned the man’s heart, so as he turned to go, the king said, “Wait! You 
are clearly a good steward of the earth. I own a plot of land right next to 
yours. I want to give it to you freely as a gift, so you can garden it all.” The 
gardener was amazed and delighted and went home rejoicing. But there 
was a nobleman at the king’s court who overheard all this, and he said, 
“My! If that is what you get for a carrot, what if you gave the king 
something better?” The next day the nobleman came before the king, 
and he was leading a handsome black stallion. He bowed low and said, 
“My lord, I breed horses, and this is the greatest horse I’ve ever bred or 
ever will; therefore, I want to present it to you as a token of my love and 
respect for you.” But the king discerned his heart and said, “Thank you,” 
and took the horse and simply dismissed him. The nobleman was 
perplexed, so the king said, “Let me explain. That gardener was giving 
me the carrot, but you were giving yourself the horse.” 

Gospel Identity begins by answering two questions: Who is your 
validator? What is the basis for that validation?  

Part of our brokenness, especially in our relationship with God, is 
we often try to substitute ourselves in place of God. Whether it be by 
traditional identity, modern identity, irreligion, or religious identities the 
commonality is a trade of God’s lordship for our own.   

It wasn’t that the nobleman, in the story above, isn’t do something 
good or nice. It was that the king recognized that the nobleman wasn’t 
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giving him anything. It was completely selfish. It was all show. At the core 
of the nobleman's heart was the idea that the more that he gave, the 
more he would get from the King. He thought he could earn his favor. 
The King saw right through it.  He exposed his heart and revealed that 
you cannot earn his favor.   

In the same way, the Gospel exposes the motives of the heart.  It 
reveals to us that there is no way around Jesus and there is nothing we 
can do to earn grace or the riches that come through him. Inevitably the 
Gospel will confront the motives of our heart revealed in our actions. 

Performing vs. A Decisive Validator 
Every human being desperately needs to feel that they are 

received, that they are loved, and that they are accepted.  They need the 
reassurance of love and value regardless of the ups and downs of 
performance. Every other cultural identity and every other religion gives 
you an identity based on your performance.  

Traditional identity looks to be validated by what you have done 
and by the family, community or tribe. Modern Identity looks towards a 
path of self-discovery and tries to be its own validator to this world. 
Religious Identities seeks to achieve favor through moral devotion. 

Christianity looks at these identities and says, "Good has to be 
achieved, but you cannot do it." It says there must be a something more 
outside of the self and it must be honored and you cannot do it. If you try 
to put that on yourself, you will always be radically insecure.  If you are 
radically insecure then what comes with it is the enslavement of fragility.  
You will easily be broken emotionally.  
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The truth is Christianity is unique when it comes to identity. How?  
The Bible states: 

“God made the one who did not know sin to be sin for us so that in 
him we would become the righteousness of God.” (2 Corinthians 5:21, 
NET) 

It means when Jesus was on the cross God put on him or made him 
into, all of our sins. He took on every single evil humanity had ever done. 
Jesus was treated as sin.  He was broken for the brokenness of the world. 
When I stop basing my identity on moral performance and say, "Father 
God accept me because of what Jesus has done. Accept me not because 
of what I have done or what I can do, but based on what Jesus has done." 
At that moment 2 Cor. 5:21 says, "God made Jesus our sin so that I might 
become the righteousness of God.” God's righteousness is given to us 
and we are treated as if everything Jesus has done, we have done. 

 In John 17 there is the awesome prayer that Jesus prays 
concerning his followers. In the last part, Jesus says, “I in them and you in 
me—that they may be completely one, so that the world will know that 
you sent me, and you have loved them just as you have loved me.” (John 
17:23, NET) 

Jesus asks God to love his disciples "just as" he loves him: “Just as.” 
Not sorta like, or a little bit like, but "Just as." This is so profound for 
God's  children because it means that God is now your decisive validator.  

No longer is your parents, your community, a coach, a teacher, a 
celebrity, a youtube channel star, and certainly not yourself a validator in 
your life, but God. Please understand the depth of this acceptance. It 
means the only eyes in the universe whose opinion counts, looks at you in 
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Jesus Christ, and finds you more valuable than all the jewels that lie 
beneath the earth. The what of Christianity is not your performance, but 
Jesus's performance on our behalf. It tells us that identity is received and 
not achieved. No other cultural or religion even offers an identity like that. 
It gives us the "what." God becomes our decisive validator. 

Anger, insecurity, ego, being a know-it-all, low-self esteem,  
detesting, cruelty, all come about as we give up the right of the decisive 
validator to any other human being or thing. If we give up that ability, in 
most cases, it will either be misused or it will abandon you and go away. 

Broken Cisterns 
This became clear to me personally one day when reading the first 

couple verse of Jeremiah.  Here the prophet exclaimed, “for my people 
have committed two evils: they have forsaken me, the fountain of living 
waters, and hewed out cisterns for themselves, broken cisterns that can 
hold no water.” (Jeremiah 2:13, ESV) 

Here it becomes evident that only God will supply your needs and 
we must not look to broken cisterns. Cisterns gathered rainwater so 
people would have something to drink. If a cistern were broken at the 
bottom, it would just leak out all the water making refreshing impossible. 
This is a great example that shows us that anyone we look to, besides 
God to be your validation, including yourself is a broken cistern. 

J.R. Tolkien said in his book, The Two Towers, "The praise of the 
praiseworthy is above all rewards." 

When someone you adore, loves you, it is like heaven. The eyes of 
God adore you, and he looks at you and sees beauty and delights in you. 
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Through Jesus you are delightfully accepted. You do not and cannot earn 
his approval.  To the degree, you know that, and to the degree you let 
that fill your heart is the degree you can have the most stable, deep, and 
powerful identity that there is. 

How Then Should We Live? 
Read the following Story and answer the questions afterwords? 

“Now because Jesus was doing these things (miracles) on the Sabbath, the Jewish leaders 
began persecuting him. So he told them, “My Father is working until now, and I too am 
working.”For this reason the Jewish leaders were trying even harder to kill him, because not 
only was he breaking the Sabbath, but he was also calling God his own Father, thus making 
himself equal with God. So Jesus answered them, “I tell you the solemn truth, the Son can do 
nothing on his own initiative, but only what he sees the Father doing. For whatever the Father 
does, the Son does likewise.For the Father loves the Son and shows him everything he does, 
and will show him greater deeds than these, so that you will be amazed. For just as the 
Father raises the dead and gives them life, so also the Son gives life to whomever he 
wishes.Furthermore, the Father does not judge anyone, but has assigned all judgment to the 
Son, so that all people will honor the Son just as they honor the Father. The one who does 
not honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent him.” (John 5:16–23, NET) 

Exercise: 
1. Get as specific as you can. 

1. How are the Jewish leaders like the nobleman in the Story you read at the beginning 
of the chapter alike? 

2. Where do they look for validation? Who is there validator? 

3. What do you think is most important to these leaders? 

4. What do there actions tell about their beliefs? 

2. Get as specific as you can. 

1. Where does Jesus get his validation from? Who does Jesus look to be his validator? 
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2. What does his actions tell you about his beliefs? 

3. What do you think is most important to Jesus? 

4. Why does Jesus bring up honor? 

3. Get as specific as you can? 

1. Where do you get your validation from? 

2. What do your actions say about your beliefs? 

3. What ways are you like the Jewish leaders and in what ways are you like Jesus? 

4. Can you grow as a Christian acting like a Jewish leader> Explain why or why not? 
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Gospel Family 
Introduction 
Jesus said: “A new commandment I give you, that you love one another: just as I have loved 
you, you also are to love one another. By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if 
you have love for one another” (John 13: 34–35). 

God loved us, and on this love that he acted on our behalf. It didn't 
condemn us or place on us a feeling of unworthiness despite the sin and 
hurt we cause ourselves and others. It was the exact opposite.  His love 
understood something man does not. Sin has caused in people an 
unawareness of who they are and how to act and therefore, a blindness 
to the distance created between themselves and God.  

There was a time when personal knowledge of God was impossible 
because of sin and all of us were his enemies willfully unaware. But God 
demonstrated his love for us that while we were enemies he gave his Son 
to make us his dearly loved children of God. Just like the tale of two sons 
we studied recently, many of us are like the younger brother. We seek our 
independence and set out on a route of self-discovery creating our own 
sense of morality and right and wrong.  However, after a period of this, 
we realize that we didn't discover anything, but instead, we just 
dishonored the truth we already knew. With this realization, we discover 
humility and repentance and make our way back to our family, our Father. 

 The father not only welcomes us with joy but fully reinstates us 
again happily giving us all that he has making us coheirs through Christ.  
We have received the reward of the Father, and for the first time, we 
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become aware of what it means to come out of the darkness of this world 
and into the light of Jesus. However, because the Father realizes our 
broken nature he wants to give us something to help us. The bible even 
calls him "the Helper." The Father gives us his spirit. This is so we know we 
are his children and to so that the Holy Spirit can help us walk out the 
promises of God. 

Many cultural identities try to impose its will, ways, values and 
meaning upon the people in this world. However, through Christ, we can 
rediscover our identity: who God creates us to be, because of what God 
did on our behalf. The gospel helps us to be the people God intended by 
assisting us to believe what God has for his children is worth more than 
the stuff of this world. However, it starts with us believing in what God 
has. It starts with trusting in him and realizing our identity must come 
from him. 

 “for you have died and your life is hidden with Christ in God.” (Colossians 3:3, NET) 

Trouble doubt, insecurity, and feeling lost come as we remove our 
eyes and heart from the promises of God and begin looking elsewhere. 
We have to realize that every word God spoke of his Son Jesus, he has 
now spoken to us who have been hidden in Christ and are know his 
children. Just as God the Father loves the Son, so he loves you. Just as 
the Father said of Jesus the Son, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am 
well pleased” (Matt. 3: 17), he now says the same over you. 

You are a child of God!  Do you believe this? Do you believe you 
are dearly loved just as Jesus is dearly loved regardless of your work? 
This is part of your new identity. If you have been baptized in the name of 
the Father you now have a new identity as a: Child of the Father. You are a 
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son or daughter of God. If you believe this to be true, it changes how you 
live and how you love. 

The word of God is crucial to our formation as we press into Jesus. 
Through it, we can begin to see all God has done on our behalf by asking 
four simple questions: Who is God? What has he done? Who am I 
because of it? What should I do? 

In the previous chapter, we talked about identities that come to us 
from the world and how our significance was dependent on our 
performance. This always true of cultural and religious identities.  In 
essence, these type of identities tells us that from out of our doing came 
our being, our identity.  However, the Kingdom of God is entirely the 
opposite.  Notice that it is from out of God’s doing comes our being. Our 
identity is given and discovered in Christ. Identity is never chosen, it is 
something discovered. It is not based on our performance but God’s. We 
once were created in God's likeness with no disconnect in our 
understanding of our who we are. However, sin created an autonomy that 
seeks to impose identity by choosing creation over our creator (Romans 
1&2).  

As we begin to look into our identity through Jesus, our re-creator, 
the four questions: Who is God? What has he done? Who are we because 
of it? What should we do? will help us out tremendously.   

God is triune (a Trinity). This means God is the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Spirit.  When the Bible speaks of making us in God’s image, it 
says we have a triune identity. It is why Jesus tells us to go to the world 
and baptize in the name of the “Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.”  Our 
baptism is where we identify with what God had done our behalf.  We die 
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to our old nature and take on our new triune identity.  It only makes 
logical sense to ask the four question so that we know in light of what 
God has done who we are and what we should do? Let's look at the table 
below. 

Jeff Vanderstelt says, “God has perfectly loved you so that, through 
you, he might love others. He pours his perfect love into your heart 
through his Spirit so that you might love others with the love he gives 
you. When you believe the gospel regarding God’s love for you, you love 
others because he loved you first. If you believe God dearly loves you, 
you will love others in the same ways he loves you. You will love others 
like family.” 

Now let us remind ourselves of the scripture we started with at the 
beginning of this chapter. 

Jesus said: “A new commandment I give you, that you love one 
another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another. By this 
all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one 
another” (John 13: 34– 35). 

Who is God? What has he done? Who Am I because 
of it?

What Should I do?

Father Loved us by sending 
his Son

Dearly loved Children 
of God

We love one and other 
as brothers and sisters 
in the same way God 
loved us.

Son

Holy Spirit
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Many people have misbelieved that grace was without cost. It is not 
true. God’s love for us was so that we would know who we are cost him 
everything. It cost him his Son.  It is the greatest love ever demonstrated 
at the greatest cost.  He didn’t just die for us and then leave us as we 
were. He died for us that we could be sons and daughters of God, part of 
his family. 

This love is part of who we are as sons and daughters of God.  
When we fail to love, we show we don’t yet fully know the love of God for 
us. We don’t know who God is, what he has done, and who we are in 
Christ. Family is significant to who we are. Many fathers and mothers 
know the there sons and daughters like no one else, and despite their 
children’s weaknesses, they love them almost unconditionally. This is true 
of your heavenly Father.   

God demonstrated this love to us through Jesus. However, what he 
did for us by this demonstration was not only so we would know his love, 
but that through Jesus his children would have this same love to 
demonstrate.  This passage of scripture in John reveals that familial love 
is not just something God wants to do for you but through you. He wants 
us to love others as he has loved us.  Therefore, he tells his disciples the 
rest of the world will understand God’s love by the way they love each 
other.  It means it will cost them something. It might cost them there time, 
insecurities, and to sacrifice toward that love. It would cost them placing 
there self above others for the sake of sharing in God's grace and love.  
We must understand that God's grace doesn't work without sacrifice. It 
always has a cost, but the reward is true life. 

Recently I was talking to Pastor who was weeping because he 
thought he had failed his church. I asked him why he was so upset.  He 
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said that his church congregation was deteriorating.  I asked him what he 
meant by that. He said they just wanted a service and then would go back 
to “their lives.” He was upset because they wanted grace without cost. 

His heart was broken because they had no sense of love for one 
another, no sense of family.  They were just to busy for each other, and it 
broke the Pastor's heart. He told me it wasn’t that they didn’t show up for 
church but that they wanted religious activity more than God’s love. They 
did not understand that God continues to demonstrate his love through 
his people. 

To the Pastor God’s love needed to be shown to be actualized. This 
is what God did for us, and therefore, it was what God's children should 
be doing. 

According to scripture, this is precisely correct.  Jesus wants his 
disciples to move from just doing “their work” into the actualization of his 
love which is demonstrated in love for one another.  How could Jesus 
love the world and die for them if he did not love the few disciples he 
was doing life with first. 

In many small churches, we see this problem of love. Groups remain 
small because they have more personal and religious interests that 
matter to them. However, this lack of love for others is on full display as 
new people give their church a try.   

Because they have not learned rhythms to love and spend time with 
each other, they had no love or desire to befriend newer people in the 
group. So the new people go where they are loved or feel comfortable.  
In the end, the religious people of the church did not see they were 
merely religious and nothing like Jesus. They had worshipped and 
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created a Jesus that found that behavior acceptable. They had created a 
God that gave grace without cost. One that doesn't transform you into 
Christ-likeness but leaves you just as you are. 

When Jesus speaks of the born-again experience it wasn’t so we 
would become acquaintances with him, but children.  He wanted his 
people to love each other literally like brothers and sisters, like family. We 
often make judgments about others or excuses for why we can’t love 
others. These usually has to do with our insecurities more than other 
peoples quarks.  

The gospel overcomes insecurities through the power of Jesus.  It 
asks us to believe God’s word instead of the idol of insecurities. If the 
Gospel is believed, it will break down that idol and transform that area of 
your life. 

Excuses only justify our actions and what we want to do. However, 
the Gospel shows us the demonstration of God’s love on our behalf.  It 
teaches us how to behave in light of what Jesus has done and in light of 
the truth revealed in our hearts. It asks us to believe it rather than make 
excuses.  The Gospel exposes idols of unbelief.   

Gospel identity starts with not only understanding you are accepted 
(last weeks lesson) but asks you to believe holistically. This means it wants 
your whole life and not just your religious life.  

It is interesting in the New Testament,  that as transformation takes 
place in the disciples, as they believe the gospel over their fears and 
insecurities,  their love for each other. As that love grew so did God’s 
church. 
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We need the Spirit of God to continue to reveal these truths to our 
hearts, to pour the love of God the Father into our hearts that we might 
love others with the same love and in the same way he has loved us. 
Baptized into the name of the Father, we are his family so that we might 
love one another as he has loved us. If you want to see the world around 
you saturated with the good news of Jesus, it will start with you and 
others loving one another as family and loving those around you like the 
lost children of God whom he is wooing back to himself through his love 
poured out through you. 

Think about where you live. Do you know your neighbors? Has God 
given you a heart to love them like family? What would it look like if you 
did? What about the people in your small group or missional community? 
Do you love one another this way? How might your group change if you 
did? Now think about who God has sent you to (your neighbors, 
coworkers, peers at school, and others). What might it look like if you 
were to love them as if they were your brothers and sisters? Like children 
of our Father in heaven?  

“They were devoting themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the 
breaking of bread and to prayer.” (Acts 2:42, NET)

How Then Should We Live? 
Read the following statement and answer the questions afterward? 

Majority of scriptures were written to a community and not the individual and meant to be 
lived out together.   So whenever you study the Bible in a group don’t walk away knowing 
more. Commit yourself to ask the question, “How does this change me and what will I do 
about it and How does it change US and what will WE do about it?” AND “What will we 
about in the mission this week?” This will turn "Bible Study" into something dynamic and life-
changing exposing areas of rebellion and unbelief and allow a dependence and the power 
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of the Gospel to be more than words but lived out. There will be no more nodding heads of 
agreement but fruit able to be seen in everyday life. Only then can you determine if what is 
being lived out is some weird belief or being obeyed and live out.  The point isn’t agreement 
with scripture but submission to scripture. 

                                                       - Jeff Vanderstelt 

Exercise: 
1. Do you agree with this?  

1. If so why Biblically d you agree with this? 

2. If not why Biblically do you disagree with this?    

2. Is there a difference between being committed to the idea of Jesus rather than the 
person? What is the difference? 

3. What do you think you should do in light of this and what do you think the groups should 
do in light of this? 
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Gospel Servants 
Introduction: The Truth about Identity and Truth 
“To obey the Lord is the fundamental principle for wise living; all who carry out his precepts 
acquire good moral insight. He will receive praise forever.” (Psalm 111:10, NET) 

The phrase “to obey the Lord” has sometimes been read, “the fear 
of the Lord” in older translations of the Bible.  The admonition to fear the 
Lord is to encourage us to live out who we are, to obey him. The unique 
work of Christ is not about fixing us. It is about recreating us new with the 
ability to obey the Lord and trusting in his work, not only of the cross but 
in us. 

“My goal is that their hearts, having been knit together in love, may be encouraged, and that 
they may have all the riches that assurance brings in their understanding of the knowledge 
of the mystery of God, namely, Christ, in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and 
knowledge.” (Colossians 2:2–3, NET) 

Through the work of Christ, we are made one with God again. He is 
knitting us together in his likeness.  Unlike the original creation 
experience, we are not made new physically but are now born again 
spiritually. This is the idea put forth by the Holy Spirit through Paul that we 
were created holistically with no impediment between God and nature.  
Our knowledge and identity were unified under God because we were 
made in his likeness. This process is reinstated through Christ in us. He is 
recreating us into image bearers but also giving us the power to carry out 
his intentions by giving us a new identity grounded once again in the 
Father. 
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These scriptures are alluding to exactly that: a holistic view of truth 
and knowledge.  The unique idea of living out who you are. This is one of 
the most significant revelations then of the New Testament. From Genesis 
1:1, then in Christ, and throughout the New Testament the work of God in 
us is bridging the divide between our rational, emotions, and our actions. 
Sin might have causes us to be broken in our image, but it never 
impeded the mandate of purpose God has imposed by his sovereignty.  
Sin broke our ability to holistically understand the source of all truth and 
therefore trust in that source with our life.  So it allowed categorization 
not only of our faculty, but in our lives. 

God, through the gospel, gives us wholeness, a holistic identity, and 
seeks no categorization between who we are and what we do. In this, we 
discover that there is no such thing as categorical knowledge and no 
such thing as religious knowledge only the truth that all knowledge finds 
its origin in God.   

Whatever a system puts forth as self-existing is essentially what it 
regards as divine. And the commitment to that first principle functions as 
the controlling principle for everything that follows.  If we understand 
how first principles work then, it becomes clear that all truth must begin 
with God. The only self-existent reality is God. Thus, everything else 
depends on him for its origin. The fact of humanity is that to function as 
intended we must recognize he created us and it is only in him we can 
live holistically. 

What this means then is that to categorize our lives is to step 
towards idolatry. It is to exclude God from something you find he 
impedes rather than can bring life to. To categorize life is a step towards 
non-harmony, being non-rational, living a false identity, control, and 
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exaltation of self. To live holistically then means Christ is the center of 
who we are and what we do. He is our motive in everything and 
everything we do has great importance and purpose.  Thus, to be a 
Christian is to understand that there is no secular or sacred, us or them, 
and there are no philosophical or spiritual neutral subject matters. All 
truth originated in God and therefore it in God we trust. 

In God We Trust 
The Bible teaches that God is the sole source of the entire created 

order. No other gods compete with Him; no natural forces exist on their 
own; nothing receives its nature or existence from another source. Thus, 
His word, or laws, or creation ordinances give the world its order and 
structure. God’s creative word is the source of the laws of physical nature, 
which we study in the natural sciences. It is also the source of the laws of 
human nature—the principles of morality (ethics), of justice (politics), of 
creative enterprise (economics), of aesthetics (the arts), and even of clear 
thinking (logic). That’s why Psalm 119:91 says, “all things are your 
servants.” Again, there is no philosophically or spiritually neutral subject 
matter. 

As we explore our identity in Christ what we are awakened to is a 
holistic worldview and the realization that holistic living comes from a 
holistic identity with Christ as our source of all truth and knowledge.  He 
is our origin. From out of his doing comes our being. We only know who 
we are through submitting to his work on our behalf. 

Last week we learned that the Father sent the son, and the son was 
dearly loved by the father giving himself for all of God creation, God’s 
children. Through Christ then we become part of the family. We become 
a child of God through Jesus.  Thus, we love each other as followers of 
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Christ and we reach out to the lost brothers and sisters of the world and 
try to love them as God loved us, like family.  This is only just part of our 
Gospel identity. We are children of God in God’s family.  This week we 
look to who we are in the second part of our triune identity as servants of 
God. Being a servant of God isn’t just something we do, it is who we are 
recreated in Christ.  It deals with the potential of God’s purposes in 
creation and our posture and motives in this world. 

We are Servants 
“For though I am free from all, I have made myself a servant to all, that I might win more of 
them.” (1 Corinthians 9:19, ESV) 

In the beginning, God created everything including man. 
Embedded within him was function, that God created him for God's 
purposes.   

In previous lessons, we have talked about performance and the 
idea that we are accepted by God based on God's work and not our 
performance. This doesn't free us from God's purposes but addresses 
the motives of our hearts.  

The born again process reconstitutes the principle of purpose in 
each of us and addresses why we do what we do. So it is essential to 
understand that it wasn’t that God didn’t give his creation, mankind, tasks 
to do. He did.  However, it was they didn’t perform these tasks as a means 
of finding significance. They were already made in his likeness.  They 
simply did the purposes of God based on who they were.  Their source of 
power and self-was found in God and that pleased God. They simply 
acted out of who they were, and that was the worship God wanted.  There 
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motives and action were one, and no performance was necessary. That is 
what is meant we use the term "image bearer." We are saying we are 
created in the image of God living out who we are in the world.  We are 
natural representations of God's people and God's purposes. 

Calling: More than Priests, A Kingdom of Priests 
“...To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood and made us a kingdom, 
priests to his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. 
Amen.” (Revelation 1:5–6, ESV) 

In creation, you see God’s plan as he commands (gives tasks) to be 
fruitful and multiply and subdue the earth. To be “fruitful and multiply” 
means to develop the social world: build families, churches, schools, 
cities, governments, laws, etc. To “subdue the earth” meant to cultivate 
the natural world: plant crops, build bridges, design computers, 
compose music.  These are sometimes called the cultural mandate 
because it is built into our purpose to build civilizations, create cultures, 
and all that comes with it.   

This shows us that our vocation and professional work is not 
something second class or a second class activity to just put food on our 
table. It is a high calling.  The way we serve God is by using the talents we 
have creatively to these ends. 

Gospel identity is about the potential and power of God built into 
you to carry out the design, and potential God has built into creation.   In 
church too often we value only those who seek a career in ministry. This 
sometimes leaves the impression that anything else is some form of 
lower calling.  This is absolutely false.  If the potential of God is in every 
one of us, then what we do matters. Our vocation matters.  It means the 
interests, talents, and natural gifts you have are purposed and have been 
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given as part of a calling to fulfill God's purpose. What you do with your 
life and vocation matters within the greater context of God's plan to 
subdue the earth and be fruitful and multiply.  In essence, we are all 
priests built to serve God and each other through the vocation we are 
called into. 

Sin and Purpose 
Sin doesn’t release us from this call; it just complicates it.  The 

original plan of God was to do all of these things through image bearers, 
those who bore his image so that all of creation would know what God is 
like. If we understand sin (in the garden) properly we see that by 
attacking our identity, our source of life, it attacked our purpose, our 
source of power. We traded not only who we are, what we do, and why 
we do them, but it diverted us to a different source. We gave our 
responsibility to Satan, and our abilities then became about self. We gave 
that source of power (life) to him, and he gave us ourselves.  We became 
vehicles with no engines. 

It is no coincidence that in the story of the creation that the serpent 
played a significant role in our fall from God. Notice that when we sin he 
is immediately out of the picture, there is not another word, nor 
temptation, or even another conversation. He left us to ourselves before 
God to fend for ourselves, left to God's justice, understanding we 
transferred to him that power, and now everything is broken under his 
authority. Relationships are divided and broken. Families are broken, 
leaving the fatherless and the widow without families. Hatred toward one 
another is expressed through slander, gossip, and even murder. 
Selfishness corrupts everything, leading to greed, poverty, and all kinds 
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of abuse and injustice. And the beautiful world God created for us to 
enjoy and rule continues to be destroyed through human depravity. 

However, Jesus came as a new kind of ruler. He came to re-
establish God’s rule and reign over the earth. As the world grew we see 
that the rulers and kings that came about resembled the line of Adam, 
they were enslaved by sin. These earthly kings came not to serve, but to 
serve. They sought power and through it gained authority. They needed 
land and took it by war and by force. They needed money so looted and 
took what they conquered. In every case, the kings of this world came in 
need. They required authority, land, armies, riches, counselors, and 
power. 

Jesus the Better King 
However, Jesus did not.  The true king came to us in humility. He 

came to us as a baby and died for us on a cross.  Philippians 2:2-9 tells us 
he emptied out his Godliness to come to us as a man.  And Jesus, who 
was rich, became poor so that in his poverty, we might become rich (2 
Cor. 8: 9). Under Jesus’s rule and reign, the kingdom belongs to the poor 
in spirit, and the meek inherit the earth (Matt. 5: 3, 5). Those who lack 
have their needs met. The least in the kingdom become the greatest. 
Jesus came as a King, but his posture is that of a servant. He did not 
come to be served, for he needed nothing. He came to serve because we 
needed everything he had! And he provided us with everything we need 
as a servant who laid down his life so we could have life. 

If you have come to Jesus the Servant of all— the King of all kings— 
you did so because you knew you needed him to serve you. You knew 
you needed him to rescue you from your slavery to sin and Satan, to heal 
you from your spiritual sickness, to fill your spiritual poverty with his 

Things You Should Live, Page �51



John Pappas 
 November 23, 2017

incredible riches, and to cover your sinful nakedness and shame with his 
clothing of righteousness. If this is true of you, you have been delivered 
from the kingdom of darkness under Satan’s rule and authority and 
transferred to the kingdom of light under the rule and reign of Jesus (Col. 
1: 13). This means you are no longer a slave to sin but a servant of 
righteousness. You are no longer a servant in the kingdom of darkness, 
but a servant to the King of righteousness (Rom. 6: 15– 23). Jesus is your 
King, and you are his servant. And whatever you do to others, you are 
now doing unto Jesus your King. When you serve others, you are serving 
him, because this is the nature of his kingdom (Matt. 25: 31– 46).  

Baptized into the name of the Father, we are his dearly loved 
children, who love one another like family. Baptized into the name of the 
Son, we are set free to be servants of Jesus, who give tangible expression 
to the love of God through serving others. Jesus is the embodiment of 
the Father’s love for us. Now, we, his people, are the body of Christ, who 
express God’s love for others through our acts of service. What God has 
done to you, he now wants to do through you. 

Who is God? What has he done? Who Am I because 
of it?

What Should Ido?

Father Loved us by sending 
his Son. (Jn 3:16)

Dearly loved Children 
of God. (Matt. 3:13-17), 
(Rom. 8:15)

We love one and other 
as brothers and sisters 
in the same way God 
loved us. (Jn 13:34-35)

Son - Our King He came not to be 
served, but to give his 
life as a ransom for 
many: to serve us. 
(Mark 10:45)

We are servants of the 
King of Kings. (Jn, 
13:12-15)

We serve the least of 
the people of the world 
as an act of worship of 
our King. (Matthew 
25:40)

Holy Spirit
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Think through our four questions again. Who is God? He is our King 
(the Son). What has he done? He came not to be served, but to serve, and 
to give his life as a ransom for many. Who are we? We are servants of the 
King of kings. If we believe this, what do we do? We serve the least of the 
people of the world as an act of worship of our King. This is what it means 
to be the“ body” of Jesus. Through our lives, Jesus is showing the world 
the kind of King he is and the nature of the kingdom he rules. As his 
servants, we point forward with our acts of service to a far better world 
where Jesus’s rule will be experienced everywhere. Everyone we serve 
experiences a taste of life in the kingdom. 

Full Circle 
Nancy Pearson said, “Redemption is not just about being saved 

from sin, it is also about being saved to something—to resume the task for 
which we were originally created. Because of Christ’s redemption on the 
cross, our work takes on a new aspect as well—it becomes a means of 
sharing in His redemptive purposes. In cultivating creation, we not only 
recover our original purpose but also bring a redemptive force to reverse 
the evil and corruption introduced by the Fall. We offer our gifts to God 
to participate in making His Kingdom come, His will be done. With hearts 
and minds renewed, our work can now be inspired by love for God and 
delight in His service. ” 1

Our calling is not just to get into heaven, but to cultivate this earth, 
not just to save souls, but to serve God in our life and work. It is this 
holistic approach within us and through us by which we participate with 
God himself. As we understand the Gospel and our identity, God gives us 

 Pearcey, Nancy R.. Total Truth: Liberating Christianity from Its Cultural Captivity (Study Guide Edition) (p. 47, 48). 1

Crossway Books. Kindle Edition. 
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the privilege of relationship and the power responsibility. He allows us to 
share in the cross by taking up our own. 

How Then Should We Live? 
“For though I am free from all, I have made myself a servant to all, that I might win more of 
them. To the Jews I became as a Jew, in order to win Jews. To those under the law I became 
as one under the law (though not being myself under the law) that I might win those under 
the law. To those outside the law I became as one outside the law (not being outside the law 
of God but under the law of Christ) that I might win those outside the law. To the weak I 
became weak, that I might win the weak. I have become all things to all people, that by all 
means I might save some. I do it all for the sake of the gospel, that I may share with them in 
its blessings.” (1 Corinthians 9:19–23, ESV) 

Exercise: 
1. Do you agree with this?  

1. If so why Biblically d you agree with this? 

2. If not why Biblically do you disagree with this?    

2. Is there a difference between being committed to the idea of Jesus rather than the 
person? What is the difference? 

3. What do you think you should do in light of this and what do you think the groups should 
do in light of this? 
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Gospel Sent Ones 
Quick Talk 
“For he was saying to him, “Come out of the man, you unclean spirit!” And Jesus asked him, 
“What is your name?” He replied, “My name is Legion, for we are many.” And he begged him 
earnestly not to send them out of the country. Now a great herd of pigs was feeding there on 
the hillside, and they begged him, saying, “Send us to the pigs; let us enter them.” So he 
gave them permission. And the unclean spirits came out and entered the pigs; and the herd, 
numbering about two thousand, rushed down the steep bank into the sea and drowned in 
the sea. The herdsmen fled and told it in the city and in the country. And people came to see 
what it was that had happened. And they came to Jesus and saw the demon-possessed man, 
the one who had had the legion, sitting there, clothed and in his right mind, and they were 
afraid. And those who had seen it described to them what had happened to the demon-
possessed man and to the pigs. And they began to beg Jesus to depart from their region. As 
he was getting into the boat, the man who had been possessed with demons begged him 
that he might be with him. And he did not permit him but said to him, “Go home to your 
friends and tell them how much the Lord has done for you, and how he has had mercy on 
you.” And he went away and began to proclaim in the Decapolis how much Jesus had done 
for him, and everyone marveled.” (Mark 5:8–20, ESV) 

The Sent One 
“Every Christian is either a missionary or an imposter.” 

-Charles Spurgeon 

I believe that each of us is created in such a way that uniquely 
glorifies God.  When we are baptized, we are baptized into the name of 
the Father, the Son, and Holy Spirit. Thus, we are throwing off our identity 
of and being born again into his likeness.  This means something other 
then ourselves informs who we are and what we do. We are now spirit 
filled and led by Jesus. This gives new understanding and significance to 
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baptism. It isn’t just a statement to the world of belief but an identification 
of who we are through our triune identity. 

Triune Identification 
To be baptized into the Father has shown us that we are sons and 

daughters of God brought into the family of God through Jesus.  It 
informs how we live by understanding that because of what Jesus did we 
to should gather and love people (lost sons and daughters) in to the 
family.  

To be baptized into the Son we are identifying with the Servant 
King, Jesus. Jesus who came and served us through cleansing us and 
preparing us as a dwelling place for the Holy Spirit. Humanity had a need 
and Jesus become it’s most significant servant.  Thus, when we are 
baptized into the Son, we are identifying with Jesus as servants of the 
most high. We are his servants based on who he is and what he has done.  

Sent Ones 
This brings us to the third part of our triune identity, “Sent Ones.” 

In John 17 we find a mighty prayer of Jesus. In it, he states, “For I 
have given them the words that you gave me, and they have received 
them and have come to know in truth that I came from you; and they 
have believed that you sent me. (John 17:8, ESV)”  

Notice in this passage of scripture the bedrock of their belief was 
trusting in the truth of who Jesus was.  To this point in our study of Gospel 
identity, we know Jesus is the unique “Son” of God, and a King who took 
the posture of a “servant.”  However, as we progress forward in our 
understanding of the Gospel, we see that he has been “sent” by God.  In 
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fact, the term “sent” is used at least 56 times just in the book of John 
alone. It was almost like he was telling us something.  

John was indeed making a statement about the nature of God 
shown in the person of Jesus. We see that Jesus is missionary, he is sent 
and sentness. His sentness is not only something he does but who he is.  
Just like God sent forth his word and created all things in Genesis, so 
God send Jesus, the word incarnate into the world to bring forth 
recreation. All revelation is missionary snd so to is the revelation of our 
triune identity, specifically found in the missionary nature of Christ. It 
shows us who we are and what we should do with our time on this earth. 

Incarnation 
But how can we live i such a manner.  What we are talking about 

here is not an idea but who we are in Christ.  God empowers his mission 
and gives abilities, courage, empowerment to live into our new creation 
identities. God also gave the example of Christ. 

The story of Jesus coming to uses more than a Christmas story it is 
an example and so it brings to the forefront the doctrine of the 
incarnation.  The incarnation is the enfleshing of God who comes to us. 
Jesus (God) comes and experiences the human condition from the 
inside. The mission he lives he experiences and in doing so God fulfills 
his own requirements for salvation.  

As profound as that it is it also shows a more significant truth. God  
intended in us, as shown in Christ, for the medium to be the message. 
Jesus throws off his true form to come to us and take on the form of man 
to experience humanity to show us what it means to be human.  We can 
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believe that we are to “love each other as Christ loves the church” 
because he came to us and loved us. 

Before the incarnation, we built temples where people had to come 
go to experience God. In Christ, we see that God dwelt among us. He 
came to us.  He was Jesus of Nazareth raised by Joseph and Mary, 
experiencing life through relational encounters among a people group. 
In fact, the Bible tells us: 

“The Word became flesh and blood and moved into the neighborhood. We saw the glory 
with our own eyes…” (John 1:14, The Message) 

Jesus had moved into the neighborhood and was visible other 
people. The incarnation implies that it is an event in heaven and on earth 
where all people have the possibility of having a personal relationship 
with God. 

Still, there is even a much broader truth that has yet to be 
discovered by God coming to us in Jesus. That is it is not so much that 
Jesus is God-like, but that God is Christ-like. By enfleshing the Gospel, 
we find that to understand what God is like we need look no further than 
Jesus. 

“Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us.” Jesus said to him, 
“Have I been with you so long, and you still do not know me, Philip? Whoever has seen me 
has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? Do you not believe that I am in 
the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own 
authority, but the Father who dwells in me does his works.” (John 14:8–10, ESV) 

The revelation of Christ shows us what God is like and from now 
one Jesus provides for us the bases of all imitation. He becomes a 
reference point to our humanity, for all genuine love, truth, and on how to 
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authentically follow God. Understanding this should have a deep impact 
on our life and mission. 

Enfleshing the Gospel 
The incarnation should inform our mission in God’s world.  We are 

the fruit of God’s incarnation and therefore, should ourselves be 
incarnational. So how can we enflesh the Gospel? 

First, when we talk about Jesus taking on human form and moving 
into the neighborhood he is showing us something. That is it provides for 
us a missional means through which the Gospel can be demonstrated 
and can become part of a particular people group. Being incarnational 
means allowing Jesus’s example to guide our cultural expression within 
specific people groups. We must pick a people group and go. 

Second, incarnational mission will mean that in reaching a people 
group we will need to identify with them in all ways possible without 
compromising the truth of the gospel itself.  It is noticeable throughout 
the Gospel that Jesus didn’t preach at people groups, but spoke from 
within. He went to them and by becoming part of man he could speak 
into mankind.  He lived like these people, and ate with these people, and 
understood in their struggles. By sharing in their social-relational context, 
he was able to have a meaningful expression of God within that context.  
He entered into the life of the people so that they would enter into the 
life-giving power of God. We must learn the people groups rhythms 
and look for places to build relationships and become part of there 
lives. 

Thirdly, incarnation mission means we must have a real abiding 
incarnational presence among a people group. Location, location, 
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location means everything. We need to live where they live.  Jesus moved 
into the neighborhood! That meant for 30 years Jesus practiced being 
present among the people before he started his ministry. He experienced 
there life, practices, and rhythms from inside the people group he was 
reaching.  We must stay in proximity and be present among these 
people. 

Lastly, we need to redefine our posture in our current context. We 
must have a sending impulse rather than an extraction impulse. God is a 
missionary— he sent his Son into our world, into our lives, into human 
history. Incarnation, therefore, implies some form of sending to be able to 
radically incarnate into the various contexts in which disciples live. And 
while not all of us are called to cross-cultural forms of mission, we do 
believe that all of us are called to some form of incarnational expression 
of faith. You must believe the potentials of God are being shaped and 
formed in you and therefore so is his purposes. You can’t be a disciple 
apart from God’s mission. 

From Sent One to the Sent Ones 
The Incarnation of Christ, in the end, shows us the undeniable fact 

that it was the missional mode in which God himself engaged the world. 
So what does this say for us? 

 “Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so, I am 
sending you.” (John 20:21, ESV) 

What we see in this passage of scripture was the underlying plan of 
discipleship Jesus had from the beginning when he told these disciples 
to, “Come and Follow me and I will make you fishers of men!”  At this 
point, Jesus had incarnationally walked among them on mission showing 
them not only what God was like but what he has purposed in them.  The 
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Father sent Jesus to this world, and now Jesus was sending them.  Yet, 
Jesus understood that the command alone was not enough.   

“And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit.” 
(John 20:22, ESV) 

The sending agency of God was the Holy Spirit. It is through the 
Holy Spirit we have the power to fulfill the mission of God.  We see this in 
Christ baptism, in his temptation, and throughout his ministry.  Jesus was 
now unleashing on them the very power of God by which he was working 
from. In fact, Luke tells us that the power of the Holy Spirit was a power 
from God not only by which we are born again but by which we can 
accomplish the purposes of God. This was shown on the day of 
Pentecost. 

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” (Acts 1:8, 
ESV) 

The discipleship of Jesus was now coming full circle. As Jesus 
fulfilled his ministry on earth, he now was preparing them to finish what 
he started by “clothing them with power on high” (Luke 24:49).  It is here 
we see the potential of God becoming actualized in them. As they 
receive this power and live it out we recognize that God has recreated us 
for his purposes now and the gospel is more than just about getting to 
heaven, It is about living heaven on earth.  The power of the Holy Spirit in 
our lives not only connects us relational to God but it empowers us our 
purposes in God. It, in fact, is part of our new creation Identity. Therefore, 
when we ask our four questions, we find the final piece in our triune 
Identity.  
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We see that the Father sent the Son, the Son sent the Holy Spirit , 
and the Holy Spirit empowers and sends us.  We find our Gospel Identity 
to be Sons, Servants, and Sent ones.  

 

Who is God? What has he done? Who Am I because 
of it?

What Should I do?

Father Loved us by sending 
his Son. (Jn 3:16)

Dearly loved Children 
of God. (Matt. 3:13-17), 
(Rom. 8:15)

We love one and other 
as brothers and sisters 
in the same way God 
loved us. (Jn 13:34-35)

Son - Our King He came not to be 
served, but to give his 
life as a ransom for 
many: to serve us. 
(Mark 10:45)

We are servants of the 
King of Kings. (Jn, 
13:12-15)

We serve the least of 
the people of the world 
as an act of worship of 
our King. (Matthew 
25:40)

Holy Spirit Empowered us for 
purpose/mission (Luke 
24:49), (Acts 1:8),

Sent one of God (Jn 
20:21), (Matt. 28:18-19)

We live the mission of 
Old as Sent Ones of 
God!
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