
RECLAIM 1 
 

 
 
WHO IS JESUS?  
 
Jesus. Is there a more controversial name in the entire world? Few names are as 
emotionally charged, and even fewer carry as much baggage. Jesus is where we begin.  
 
 
THY KING(DOM) COME  
Let’s travel to a time before the name Jesus meant much of anything before wars or 
religions were ignited in that name.  
 
Around 4 BCE, a boy was born to peasant parents in what is now modern-day Palestine. 
Rumors spread of His mother’s controversial insistence that her pregnancy was Divine. 
The boy grew up as the apprentice to His father, a carpenter. Even with this humble 
upbringing, this boy, named Jesus, astounded the leaders in the Jewish temple with His 
understanding of God.  
 
When Jesus was roughly thirty years old, He stepped away from His profession as a 
carpenter into a different line of work. He started traveling to surrounding Jewish towns, 
talking about God. Before getting into what He said, we have to understand that the 
Jewish nation saw itself as the people of God, the ones through whom God would bless 
all of the nations of the world. So for Jesus to go to the people who believed they were 
closest to God, and to tell them about God, that took grit!  
 
Let’s say Jesus failed to ease his way into this new season of work. His first words in 
Mark’s gospel (Mk. 1:15) is a stunning announcement. It said, “the kingdom of God is at 
hand. Repent and believe this (good news)”.  
 
Jesus is authoritatively telling His fellow Jewish people that the kingdom of God has 
finally arrived. It is the equivalent of saying “the Kingdom of God has come, and I am that 
King.”   
 
The word “repent” literally means ‘to turn, to change one’s mind.’ Jesus is telling them to 
turn from a belief they’ve held about God for so long, turn from the idea that God is far off 
and His kingdom is inaccessible. The kingdom is a King who has come, and it’s standing 
right in front of you. 



 
Soon, after making this stunning proclamation, Jesus began restoring sight to the blind, 
healing the paralyzed, and casting out demons. Jesus wasn’t just telling people the 
Kingdom had come; He was showing them “the king(dom) was at hand.”  
 
“But if it is by the finger of God that I cast out demons, then the kingdom of God has 
come upon you.” (Lk. 11:20)  
 
 
SUBVERSIVE & DISRUPTIVE  
Saying and doing things like this dramatically upsets the status quo. And who has the 
most to lose when the status quo is upset? That’s right. Those in power. Specifically, 
religious and political power.  
 
Jesus was subverting the powers of his day. He was a threat to the carefully maintained 
system that kept people in line; these people were kept in line because they were 
dependent on those in power. To add insult to authoritative injury, Jesus gathered 12 
guys who were sure to be picked last in Rabbinical kickball, and soon was sending them 
to do the same things He was doing.  
 
In the minds of political and religious chiefs, Jesus was attempting to start a revolution, 
and He had to be stopped. Commoners wanted a revolution. They were tired of the 
injustice served to them by the Romans and the religious leaders. So they chose Jesus. 
They sat at his feet and wrapped themselves around his words. Even the discarded and 
despised of Jesus’ day shared meals with him and were drawn into the conversation.  
 
Jesus wasn’t a fad like some had hoped or expected. He was gaining popularity and 
drastic measures needed to be taken to silence Him. After many failed attempts to trip 
Jesus up publicly, those who opposed Jesus found one in His inner circle they could 
bribe. This man —Judas—would hand Jesus over to the Roman authorities for the 
modern equivalent of, roughly, $400. So that is exactly what happened. Jesus was 
arrested on the grounds of being an insurgent in addition to being called a heretic. His 
message had grown so bold to the point of declaring Himself one with God, “Whoever 
has seen Me has seen the Father” (Jn. 14:9).  
 
Though the official courts did not find any evidence to convict Him, those who hated him 
relentlessly accused Him. They demanded His execution. Ultimately, the Roman 
government decided to grant their request.  
 



Jesus, while He had an affinity for controversy, was known for miraculous healings and 
multiplying food, was killed like a criminal by crucifixion (the Roman punishment for those 
who opposed the empire). After His death, Jesus was laid in a tomb with a massive stone 
in place to block its entrance. Roman guards were stationed to guard it with their very 
lives. They were to protect the tomb at all costs. To fail at this assignment was to be put 
to death. 
 
The movement that had started to gain momentum around the person of Jesus seemed 
to die with Him. None were more shocked and despondent than His followers, who 
immediately retreated into hiding. This was the exact response Jesus’ enemies desired 
and expected.  
 
However, a few days later, His formerly scattered and afraid followers began running 
around claiming to have seen Jesus alive and well. The tomb was undeniably empty and 
historical documents, from the Scriptures and even outside sources tied to both Rome 
and Jewish entities, record that more than 500 people saw Him alive.  
 
His followers swore to the truth of Jesus’ resurrection, and this eventually led to all of 
their deaths. No matter how many were killed, the message was unstoppable. This is the 
story of Jesus. This is the good news.  
 
 
LIFE OUTSIDE OF JESUS IS A MYTH  
When asked, “Who is Jesus?”, we begin with the historical narrative. This discussion, 
however, is far from over, because if this story is true, then the ramifications are 
paramount. If this story is true, then Jesus is the key to glorious things like hope, 
meaning, forgiveness, joy, purpose, and life itself. If this story is true, then the kingdom of 
God is near and accessible to the least, last, and lost among us. If this story is true, Jesus 
is our creator, sustainer, and reconciler as declared in Paul’s letter to the church at 
Colossae.  
 
“He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. For by him all things 
were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions 
or rulers or authorities— all things were created through him and for him. And he is before 
all  things, and in him, all  things hold together. And he is the head of the body, the church. 
He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be 
preeminent. For in him all  the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him to 
reconcile to himself all  things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood 
of his cross.” (Col. 1:15-20, emphasis ours)  



 
When Paul writes “all things” he means everything. Everything in existence—past, 
present, and future—was and is created by Jesus, through Jesus, and for Jesus. By His 
mere desire, the entire universe was created and is sustained. Paul claims nothing more 
than what Jesus has already said of himself in John 14 “I am the way, the truth, and the 
LIFE.”  
 
When we take Paul and Jesus’ words together, we come to see that no one—not a single 
thing—exists outside of Him. Believing life apart from Jesus is possible is like a child who 
covers her eyes to not be seen by her parents. It’s a myth to think we can have life apart 
from the One who created and sustains everything in existence.   
 
Jesus is the center of all things. In Him, all things find their existence, purpose, and 
fulfillment. The problem? Reality and perception rarely line up. Before Copernicus, the 
Earth was believed to be the center of the universe. For hundreds of years, we perceived 
something to be true, when in actuality it was false. No matter how many refused 
Copernicus’ astronomical model, reality reigned. Regardless of how many persist in the 
belief of their own centrality, Jesus reigns.  
 
Jesus freely gave Himself to rescue a hell-bent world that often thrives on the lie of 
independence. The supposed “freedom” of life on our own terms is remarkable and 
unfathomable. For “while we were still sinners Christ died for us” is the testimony of the 
Scriptures (Rom. 5:8). It’s even more remarkable to think that the very breath used to say, 
“Jesus, I love you,” or “Jesus, I reject you” is provided by Him who gives breath.  
 
There is no escaping His presence; there is no hiding from His sight. He is relentless in 
His passionate pursuit of people. Not only is forgiveness found in Christ, but also life! He 
is life! 
 
Consider, for a moment, what this means for those who don’t yet believe in Jesus. For 
the longest time I, Tony, viewed my friends, family, and neighbors who didn’t trust Jesus 
through the lens of separation and distance from God. I would frequently refer to people 
who didn’t believe as those who are “far from God.” While we should maintain that no 
one has a relationship with God or lives in the joy of who He is and what He is done apart 
from faith we should also point out that he created and sustains all of human life 
regardless of their beliefs. In another instance, Paul also addressed an assembly of 
unbelieving intellectuals and philosophers, saying, “...in him (Jesus) we all live and move 
and have our being” (Acts 17:28). 
 



Does it change our posture toward our unbelieving friends to know that King Jesus is 
actually very near to them, even though they don’t believe? Does it change our posture 
toward our unbelieving co-workers to know that they “live and move and have [their] 
being” in Him? Does it change our view of God’s love for our unbelieving family to know 
that, even though they persist in unbelief, he still sustains their very lives? Instead of 
painting people as strictly separated from God in unbelief, let’s choose to believe the 
God who is intricately and actively part of all our lives.   
 
 
ALL THINGS ARE RECONCILED 
Looking back at Colossians 1, we want to point out one essential and profound truth. If 
we can agree with Scripture to say that: 
 
All creation takes a backseat to Jesus (v.15) 
All things were created by Jesus and for Jesus (v.16) 
All things came after the eternal Jesus (v.17a) 
All things are held together by Jesus (v.17b), and 
All the fullness of God dwelt in Jesus (v.19) 
 
Then we must also affirm verse 20 in saying that “all things”, in heaven and on earth, are 
reconciled, and peace is already made across the cosmos. Why is this difficult to grasp 
and why is this important? 
 
It’s difficult to grasp because this reconciliation and peace are not felt or seen around the 
world, around the corner or around our own homes. In fact, sometimes a lack of 
reconciliation and peace seems to be the only thing we CAN see. And yet, despite our 
inability to detect this reconciling peace among those in the world the more important 
reality is what God, in Jesus, has accomplished on behalf of the world. Another way to 
say it is, regardless of the posture and position of the world toward God––the more 
important reality is God’s posture and position toward the world. From God’s perspective, 
the work of reconciliation is finished. The most important move has already been made in 
Jesus. He lived for us, died for us, and rose for us. His heart of reconciliation toward 
sinners has already been revealed, and peace has already been accomplished.   
 
It’s important to grasp because it’s the difference between good news being ACTUAL 
good news, not just POTENTIAL good news. When one awakens to the reconciling King 
known as Jesus, they awaken to a reality already fixed, sealed, and finished. Sin has 
already been paid for. God’s heart toward the world is already forgiving. Dare we say, 
they are already forgiven––they just don’t know it yet. In the end, heaven and hell will be 



populated entirely by forgiven sinners. The only difference between the two will be a 
matter of acceptance or rejection. As Robert Capon puts it “The saved were home free 
even before they started.” 
 
It’s important to note here that the move of faith on our part accomplishes  nothing. Since 
Jesus accomplished everything on our behalf (Jn. 19:28) we must view faith as something 
that simply enables us to relate ourselves to someone else who has already done 
whatever needs doing.  By faith, we awaken to a table already prepared for us by a 
gracious host who has met the broken where we are and invited us freely as beloved 
guests.   
 
 
THE KING IS EVERYWHERE  
By opening our eyes to seeing that the kingdom is a present, accessible, sustaining, 
reconciling King who has already come into the world, we can now begin to make sense 
of some of the parables Jesus told about the permeating presence of the kingdom in the 
world (Matt. 13:1-9, 44-49).   
 
The kingdom is a King present within every single nook and cranny of the world He’s 
made. In light of this reality, we are free to disbelieve the notion that we need to build or 
bring the kingdom somewhere on earth. The kingdom is here, without any of our 
good-intentioned help. Instead, Jesus has invited us in Mark 1:14-15 to “believe this 
gospel,” to believe the ‘good news’ of a King who is just as close to you as he is with 
those who don’t yet believe. Sure, people may not be experiencing this life-changing 
reality; they may be dead to this joy. What’s good news is that all they have to do is 
awaken to the King “at hand.” 
 
 
 
 

FIELD GUIDE 
 

  
MAIN SCRIPTURES: 

1. The kingdom (King) has come, is near, is accessible–change your mind // Mark 
1:14-15 + Luke 11:20 

2. In addition to Jesus being the Way and the Truth, He is also the Life // John 14:6 
3. Jesus is life. In Him we all live and breathe and have our being // Acts 17:24-29 
4. Jesus is the creator, sustainer, and reconciler of all things // Colossians 1:15-20  



5. The kingdom is a risen King whose presence permeates throughout the whole 
world // Matthew 13:1-9 + Matthew 13:44-49 

 
 
QUESTIONS: 

1. In light of Reclaim 1, how has your understanding of the “kingdom” been 
challenged or affirmed? 

2. Does it change your view of God’s love to know that, even though your 
unbelieving loved ones persist in unbelief, Jesus still sustains their very lives? 

3. Colossians 1 tells us that Jesus has “reconciled all things.” Can you describe how 
this has contributed to your understanding of the gospel as “good news”? 

4. The King(dom) of God is everywhere, sown throughout the whole world. How 
does change your approach to reaching your neighbors?   

 
 
 
 
 

 




